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In 2005 almost one in four births were to 
unmarried parents  

 
 
There was a slow down in the recovery of the number of births, which 
came to 19,715 
 
 
The number of births to unmarried parents in 2005 came to 4,577, according to 
EUSTAT data. This figure represents 23.2% of the total births and was higher than in 
2004 (22%). Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa had similar percentages to the whole of the A.C. of 
the Basque Country, with 23% and 23.2% respectively, while Álava was the only 
province with relatively higher values (24%). Over the last 16 years the proportion of 
births to unmarried parents has tripled, as in 1990 it was 7.7%. 
 
 
In 2005 the number of births in the A.C. of the Basque Country reached a figure of 
19,715, which represented a 0.6% increase with regard to 2004; this growth was lower 
than experienced between 2003 and 2004, and came to 1.7%. In Bizkaia, in 2005, 
there was a higher increase (1.3%), followed by Gipuzkoa (0.2%), while Álava 
registered a 0.6% decrease. 
 
 
The birth rate came to 9.3 per thousand inhabitants, far from the 20 per thousand 
registered in the decade of the 60s. The highest figure was in Gipuzkoa (10‰), 
followed by Álava (9.4‰) and Bizkaia (8.9‰).  
 
 
The sharp downward trend in births that started in 1976 slowed down from the end of 
the 80s and reached its lowest level in 1994. The figures for 2005 maintain the upward 
trend in births that started in 1995. 
 
 
Three out of every four women who gave birth in 2005 were aged thirty or over. The 
most numerous age group corresponds to women aged  between 30 and 34, with 
45.6% of the total births. In addition, there was an increase in the over 35 years age 
group (31%) with regard to 2004, which continues to clearly surpass the group of 25 to 
29 year olds (17.9%). The average age of mothers was 32.2, while for first time 
mothers is was 31.1, similar figures to those of 2004. 
 
 
Over the last ten years all the maternal age groups aged under 35 have lost weight, the 
group of 25 to 29 year-olds being the group that lost most (9 percentage points). By 
contrast, the group of mothers aged 35 and over increased by almost double.  
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A. C. of Euskadi Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Total 19.715 2.792 10.122 6.801

   Males 10.112 1.406 5.170 3.536
   Women 9.603 1.386 4.952 3.265

Order of birth
   First 11.374 1.634 5.935 3.805
   Second 7.111 1.009 3.591 2.511
   Third or posterior 1.230 149 596 485

According to age of mother
   < 25 years 1.078 179 613 286
   25 - 29 years 3.531 500 1.672 1.359
   30 - 34 years 8.989 1.269 4.511 3.209
   35 - 39 years 5.298 733 2.853 1.712
   >= 40 819 111 473 235

According to the marital status of the mother
   Married 15.138 2.122 7.796 5.220
   Not married 4.577 670 2.326 1.581

Taking into consideration the order of birth, the first born in 2005 represented 57.7%, 
an identical proportion to the year before. By contrast, third and subsequent born only 
accounted for 6.2%.  
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The number of births rose to 19,368, of which 18,960 were single, 392 double and 16 
triple births. 
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The ratio of sexes among births in 2005 was 105 males to every 100 females. On 
average, males weighed 3,309 grams and females 3,180 grams. 
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Source: EUSTAT 
 
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: José Miguel Escalada 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 07  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Data bank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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