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One in very five births in 2004 corresponded to 
unmarried parents 

 
 
Slowdown in the recovery of the number of births, which reached the 
figure of 19,594 
 
 
Births to unmarried parents came to 4,312 in 2004, a figure which represented 22% of 
total births and was higher than in 2003 (19.9%), according to EUSTAT data. Alava 
and Bizkaia had higher percentages than the whole of the A.C. of the Basque Country, 
with 23.1% and 22.6%, respectively; Gipuzkoa was the only province with relatively low 
values (20.6%). Over the last 10 years the proportion of births to unmarried parents 
has doubled, as in 1995 it was 10%. 
 
 
In 2004 the number of births in the A.C. of the Basque Country reached a figure of 
19,594, which represented a 1.7% increase with regard to 2003; this increase was 
lower than between 2002 and 2003, when it came to 6.3%. The highest increase was 
in Álava, in 2004 (4.3%), followed by Bizkaia (1.9%) and Gipuzkoa (0.3%). 
 
 
The birth rate stood at 9.3 per thousand inhabitants, far from the 20 per thousand that 
was registered in the 60s. The highest figure was found in Gipuzkoa (10‰), followed 
by Álava (9.6‰) and then Bizkaia (8.8‰).  
 
 
The sharp fall in births started in 1976 and slowed down at the end of the 80s, reaching 
its lowest point in 1994. The figures for 2004 maintain the upward trend in births that 
started in 1995. 
 
 
Three out of every four women who gave birth in 2004 were aged thirty or older. The 
largest group corresponded to women between 30 and 34 years of age, with 45.5% of 
total births. Furthermore, there was a rise in the group of mothers aged over 35 with 
regard to 2003 (30.2%), who continued to be much larger than the group of 25 to 29 
year olds (18.8%). The average age of mothers was 32.2 years, while among first time 
mothers it was 31 years, similar figures to those for 2003. 
 
 
Over the last decade, all the age groups of mothers under 30 years of age lost weight, 
the group of 25 to 29 year olds being the one who lost most (10 percentage points). By 
contrast, there was an increase of almost double among the age group of mothers 
aged 35 or over.  
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A. C. of Euskadi Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Total 19.594 2.809 9.996 6.789

   Males 10.089 1.452 5.159 3.478

   Women 9.505 1.357 4.837 3.311

Order of birth
   First 11.308 1.668 5.853 3.787

   Second 7.052 995 3.530 2.527

   Third or posterior 1.234 146 613 475

According to age of mother
   < 25 years 1.087 179 608 300

   25 - 29 years 3.687 556 1.751 1.380

   30 - 34 years 8.912 1.244 4.496 3.172

   35 - 39 years 5.152 722 2.733 1.697

   >= 40 756 108 408 240
According to the marital status 
of the mother
   Married 15.282 2.160 7.734 5.388

   Not married 4.312 649 2.262 1.401

Source: EUSTAT

Table1: Live births in 2004 by mother’s province of residence

Taking into consideration the order of birth, first born represented over 57.7% in 2004, 
a similar proportion to the year before. By contrast, third and subsequent born children, 
who only constituted 6.3%, increased by half a percentage point with regard to 2003.  
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The number of births came to 19,269, 18,871 were single, 385 double, 12 triple and 1 
quadruple. 
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The ratio of sexes among births in 2004 was 106 males for every 100 females. On 
average, boys weighed 3,300 grams and girls 3,180 grams. 
The ratio of sexes among births in 2004 was 106 males for every 100 females. On 
average, boys weighed 3,300 grams and girls 3,180 grams. 
  
  
  

A. C. of Euskadi Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Total 19.594 2.809 9.996 6.789

   Males 10.089 1.452 5.159 3.478

   Women 9.505 1.357 4.837 3.311

Order of birth
   First 11.308 1.668 5.853 3.787

   Second 7.052 995 3.530 2.527

   Third or posterior 1.234 146 613 475

According to age of mother
   < 25 years 1.087 179 608 300

   25 - 29 years 3.687 556 1.751 1.380

   30 - 34 years 8.912 1.244 4.496 3.172

   35 - 39 years 5.152 722 2.733 1.697

   >= 40 756 108 408 240
According to the marital status 
of the mother
   Married 15.282 2.160 7.734 5.388

   Not married 4.312 649 2.262 1.401

Source: EUSTAT

Table1: Live births in 2004 by mother’s province of residence

 
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Data bank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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