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FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS (ECOMEX) 3" QUARTER 2005

Exports from the A.C. of the Basque Country
iIncreased by 7.5% in the third quarter of 2005

Imports grew by 16.4% during the same period

Exports from the A.C. of the Basque Country registered 7.5% nominal growth in the
third quarter of 2005, according to EUSTAT data. The total amount came to 3,321.4
million euros compared to the figure of 3,088.7 million from the third quarter of last
year. This growth in exports for the third quarter took the accumulated rate for the first
nine months to 3.7%, when the accumulated rate for the first six months did not exceed
1.9%.

Total imports experienced a 16.4% increase in the third quarter of the present year and
rose to 3,584.4 million euros. Taking only non-energy imports into account, they show
the much more modest evolution of 1.5% for the months July to September. The
accumulated rate for the first nine months for total imports showed 18.7% growth in
relation to the same period of the previous year, and 8.5% for non-energy imports.

Evolution of foreign trade in the A.C. of the Basque Country.
Third quarter 2004-2005. Thousands of euros.

EXPORTS IMPORTS
July-September A% July-September A%
2004 2005 2004 2005
A.C. OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY
TOTAL 3.088.723 3.321.442 7,5 3.079.282 3.584.426 16,4
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 193.285 204.719 5,9 776.372 1.247.970 60,7
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 2.895.438 3.116.723 7,6 2.302.911 2.336.456 15
ALAVA/ARABA
TOTAL 877.909 922.523 5,1 557.186 610.798 9,6
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.439 1.176] -18,3 5.846 11.104] 89,9
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 876.470 921.347 5,1 551.340 599.694 8,8
BIZKAIA
TOTAL 1.178.446 1.239.786 5,2 1.816.468 2.231.254 22,8
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 186.405 198.613 6,5 759.109 1.226.549 61,6
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 992.041 1.041.173 5,0 1.057.359 1.004.706 5,0
GIPUZKOA
TOTAL 1.032.368 1.159.133 12,3 705.628 742.374 5,2
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 5.441 4.930 -9,4 11.417 10.317 -9,6
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.026.927 1.154.203 12,4 694.212 732.057 55
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Exports and imports for the third quarter produced a trade deficit of 263.0 million euros
and consequently the coverage rate of exports over imports fell to 92.7%. However, if
imported and exported energy products are excluded, the non-energy trade balance
shows a surplus of 780.3 million, 187.8 million more than in the third quarter of 2004.
The coverage rate of non-energy exports over non-energy imports went from 125.7% in
the third quarter of 2004 to 133.4% this year.

Exports destined for the European Union grew by 6.8% in relation to the figures for
the third quarter of 2004. Among the most notable for volume and inter-annual growth
were those destined for France (5.3%), Italy (11.8%) and the United Kingdom (21.6%),
while there was a fall for sales to Germany (-3.8%). There was a resurgence of exports
to the USA (29.8%) and Mexico (23.0%), but those destined for Japan decreased (-
28.3%).

Imports coming from the European Union increased by 0.8%, while imports of energy
products (chiefly from Russia and Iran) increased by more than 60%.

The duty tariff group with the greatest weight in exports was that of Capital goods
(Electric Material and Transport Material), which registered a 2.1% joint inter-annual
increase in the third quarter. Metals and manufactured increased overseas sales by
10.1% and exports of Rubber and plastic also showed notable inter-annual growth
(55.7%).

Imports of Mineral and energy products rose dramatically by 60.7%, while purchases of
Capital goods (1.2%) and Metals and manufactured (-4.4%) had much more modest
variations.

The greatest rise in exports occurred in the province of Gipuzkoa, where growth was
12.3% in the third quarter and 14.4% in the first nine months of 2005 as a whole.
Imports to Gipuzkoa grew by 5.2% in the third quarter of 2005, the most outstanding of
which were Capital goods, with 6.7%.

Exports from Bizkaia registered a 5.2% rise in the third quarter of the year, but their
evolution over the first nine months of the year was negative (-3.0%). The greatest rise
in imports occurred in Bizkaia, with a 22.8% rise, stemming from the increase in
Mineral and energy products, coming to 61.6% in the third quarter of 2005. Non-energy
products, however, diminished by 5.0%.

Exports for July, August and September from Alava grew by 5.1% in relation to the
same months of 2004, but the balance for the nine-month period showed a more
discreet evolution of 0.8%. Quarterly imports for this province rose by 9.6%, in
particular those of Capital goods (15.2%).

Page: 2 (3)



Eustat

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA

INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA ECOMEX 3™ QUARTER 2005

Foreign trade of the A.C. of the Basque Country. (Trend)
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For further information:

Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Tel:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Patxi Garrido

Tel:+34-945-01 75 13 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01

Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es

Data bank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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