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Current expenditure of the Basque Autonomous 
Administrations registered an 8.7% increase in 

2003 
 
 
Outstanding financial debt stood at 6.8% of GDP 
 
 
Current expenditure of the Basque Autonomous Administrations, formed by the Basque 
Government, the Provincial Councils and the Municipal Administrations, alongside their 
corresponding Autonomous Organisations and supramunicipal bodies, registered an 
8.7% rise in 2003, according to EUSTAT data, which brought the total to 8,885.9 million 
euros. Current income, on the other hand, had a more modest 4.5% annual rate of 
evolution, making its total 10,605.9 million.  
  
Therefore, the balance of current operations (current income minus current 
expenditure) suffered a 12.8% decline with regard to the previous year, shrinking from 
1,972 million in 2002 to 1,720 million in 2003. 
 
As regards tax revenue, which, taken as a whole, accounted for 90.5% of current 
income, the outstanding annual evolution rates were those corresponding to VAT 
(10.3%) and Other taxes (6.7%). Income Tax and Special Taxes grew by 3.9% and 
3.5% respectively, while income from Corporate Tax rose by 0.6%. Municipal taxes 
decreased by 3.6% as did Other Current Income, whose contribution reduced by 2.4%. 
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Under the heading of current expenditure, personnel costs experienced an annual rise 
of 5.9%, half a point more than the previous year (5.4%). Current transfers, which is to 
say subsidies and non-recoverable grants, accumulated 10.0% growth. Other current 
expenditure, operation expenditure, also registered an annual evolution rate of 9.4%; 
between these two entries (4 and 2) the evolution of total current expenditure came to 
8.7%. 
 
Capital income totalled 246.1 million, a 20.6% decrease with regard to the previous 
year and capital expenditure (investment plus capital transfers) rose to 1,957.5 million 
(+0.6%). This negative balance of capital operations countered almost the whole 
positive balance of current operations (1,720 million). 
 
As a consequence of the aforementioned evolution of current and capital operations, 
the non-financial budgetary surplus fell from 336.5 million in 2002 to 8.4 million in 2003. 
 
 
 
Consolidated liquidation of the Basque Autonomous Administrations. 2002-2003  
 
thousand euros 2.002 2.003 Δ%
TOTAL INCOME 11.186.659 11.393.778 1,9%
      Current transactions 10.149.222 10.605.954 4,5%

    -Tax revenue 9.121.014 9.602.300 5,3%
Income tax 2.908.041 3.022.246 3,9%
Corporate tax 1.035.203 1.041.402 0,6%
VAT 2.962.543 3.266.787 10,3%
Special taxes 1.168.312 1.208.827 3,5%
Municipal taxes 522.953 503.982 -3,6%
Other taxes 523.962 559.056 6,7%

    -Other current income 1.028.208 1.003.654 -2,4%
      Capital Transactions 309.896 246.102 -20,6%
 Total Non-financial Transactions 10.459.118 10.852.056 3,8%
 Financial transactions 727.541 541.722 -25,5%
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 10.822.617 11.433.152 5,6%

Current Transactions 8.177.199 8.885.968 8,7%
Expenditure on Personnel 2.293.632 2.429.192 5,9%
Current Transfers 2.973.654 3.271.957 10,0%
Other Current Expenditure 2.909.913 3.184.819 9,4%

Capital Investment and Transactions 1.945.359 1.957.593 0,6%
 Total Non-financial Transactions 10.122.558 10.843.561 7,1%
 Financial transactions 700.059 589.591 -15,8%

BALANCE OF CURRENT TRANSACTIONS 1.972.023 1.719.986 -12,8%

NON-FINANCIAL BUDGETARY BALANCE 336.560 8.495 -97,5%
 

 
Source: EUSTAT  
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thousand euros

CONSOLIDATED 
TOTAL BASQUE GOV. ALAVA BIZKAIA GIPUZKOA

CURRENT INCOME 10.605.954 6.019.458 1.742.682 5.328.298 3.508.924
CURRENT EXPENDITURE 8.885.968 5.259.842 1.642.852 4.897.913 3.078.769
BALANCE OF CURRENT TRANSACTIONS 1.719.986 759.616 99.830 430.385 430.155
CAPITAL INCOME 246.102 110.446 62.538 130.950 122.121
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 1.957.593 813.881 170.042 618.917 534.706
NON-FINANCIAL BUDGETARY BALANCE 8.495 56.181 -7.674 -57.582 17.570

OUTSTANDING DEBT (Pending repayment 
31-12-03) 3.349.086 1.805.121 122.145 1.007.376 414.444

CONSOLIDATED DATA OF THE BASQUE AUTONOMOUS ADMINISTRATIONS. 2003

  
Outstanding debt, which was at its lowest in 2001, with 2,776.4 million, came to 3,118.1 
million in 2002 and climbed to 3,349.0 million in 2003, although its percentage of GDP 
remained stable at around 6.8% over the last two years. In 2003, 276 million of 
previous debt was repaid and 516 million of new debt was contracted. 
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million in 2002 and climbed to 3,349.0 million in 2003, although its percentage of GDP 
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Source: EUSTAT  
 
 
Personnel employed by the Basque Autonomous Administrations taken as a whole 
came to 59,378 in 2003, or in other words, 1.1% more than the previous year, when the 
total figure was 58,718 employees. If we include people employed by Mercantile 
Enterprises and Private Law Public Bodies, the total number of personnel employed 
came to 88,482 people, 1.0% more than in 2002. This level of employment accounted 
for 9.7% of total employment in the A.C. of the Basque Country in 2003. 
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística 
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Jose Mª Agirre Eskisabel 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 80 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
Data bank: www.eustat.es/bancopx/spanish/indice.asp
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