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BIRTH STATISTICS (ENAC) 4" quarter 2004

There were more births in the fourth quarter of
2004 than in the same period of the previous year

4,887 children were born in the A.C. of the Basque Country during the
fourth quarter of 2004, making an annual total of 19,448.

In the fourth quarter of 2004, 4,887 children were born in the A.C. of the Basque
Country, 1.4% more than in the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat.
Of these, 1,598 were born in October, 1,593 in November and 1,696 in December. By
province, 689 children were born in Alava, 2,517 in Bizkaia and 1,681 in Gipuzkoa.

Provisional data for the 2004 Birth Statistics put the number of births at 19,448, which,
in the absence of information regarding births to residents of the A.C. of the Basque
Country taking place outside of it, meant an increase of 1.3% with regard to 2003.

As for the order of birth, over half (58.1%), 2,841 children, were first-born; 1,736
children (35.5%) were born into families that already had another child; third and
subsequent children totalled 310 (6,3%).

Three out of four births were to mothers aged over 30

In the distribution of births according to age, the group of mothers aged 30-34 clearly
remained the most numerous, accounting for 44.5% of births. This group was followed
by the age bracket above, aged 35-39, with 27%, outhnumbering the group aged 25-29,
which contributed 18.2%, while those aged 20-24 accounted for only 4.5%.

Women aged over 40 becoming mothers (4.4%) outnumbered those who gave birth
aged under 20 (1.4%).

Births outside of marriage accounted for 23.1% of the total, two percentage points
higher than the index registered in the same period of 2003. By province, the highest
percentage was in Alava (26%), followed by Bizkaia with 24% and Gipuzkoa with
20.5%.
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Table 1. Live born in the A.C. of Euskadi. Comparative table.

Previous quarter Same quarter previous year
4th quarter 2004 (3rd quarter 2004) (4th quarter 2003)
Ne % Ne % Ne %

A.C. of Euskadi 4.887 100,0 5.028 100,0 4.819 100,0
Alava 689 141 722 14,4 659 13,7
Bizkaia 2,517 51,5 2.494 49,6 2.465 51,2
Gipuzkoa 1.681 34,4 1.812 36,0 1.695 35,2

According to age of mother
< 25 years 288 59 265 53 283 59
25 - 29 years 889 18,2 1.012 20,1 901 18,7
30 - 34 years 2.176 44,5 2.262 45,0 2191 45,5
35 - 39 years 1.321 27,0 1.303 25,9 1.282 26,6
>= 40 213 4.4 186 3,7 162 34

Order of birth
First 2.841 58,1 2.992 59,5 2.857 59,3
Second 1.736 35,5 1.724 34,3 1.650 34,2
Third or posterior 310 6,3 312 6,2 312 6,5

Source: EUSTAT

Graph 1: Monthly movement of births
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For further information:

Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Tel:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Martin Gonzalez Hernandez

Tel:+34-945-01 75 49 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01
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