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SURVEY ON THE POPULATION IN RELATION TO ACTIVITY (PRA) 1% quarter 2005

The unemployment rate stayed at 7% and the
number of employed fell by 2,500 in the A.C. of
the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2005

The unemployment rate was almost two percent below the average for the
EU-25 and the Euro Zone in the first quarter of 2005

Data on the labour market of the A.C. of the Basque Country for the first quarter of
2005 estimated the number of employed to be 936,100 persons, 2,500 fewer than
three months before according to Eustat data. Furthermore, the unemployment rate
stayed at 7%, the lowest figure since 1985.

In relation to the fourth quarter of 2004, the unemployed population and the
unemployment rate remained stable, as a result of the evolution of the employed and
unemployed populations, the activity rate came to 55.3%.

The female unemployment rate increased by point 8 percent

The female unemployment rate reached 8.7%, increasing point 8 percent while the
male rate fell by slightly more than point five percent (-0.6%). The youth unemployment
rate fell point seven percent, affecting almost two in every five young active persons
aged 16 to 24 years (18.2 %).

The unemployment rate of the A.C. of the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2005
was almost two percent below the rate for the countries of the Euro Zone. According to
EUROSTAT- Statistics Office of the European Union -, in February 2005 in this Zone
the unemployment rate stayed at 8.9%. The rate for the whole of the European Union,
with 25 countries was the same as that of the Euro Zone.

Unemployed women, a collective of 36,900 persons, increased by 3,200. Among
males, 3,200 left employment in the last quarter, which affected a total of 33,800
persons. There was also an outstanding increase in the group aged 45 and over with
2,200 more unemployed.

Fall in unemployment rates in Alava and Guipuzcoa, while in Bizkaia there was a
point eight increase.

The number of unemployed was estimated at 70,700 in the first quarter, falling in Alava
and Gipuzkoa and increasing in Bizkaia. In Alava there were 2,700 fewer unemployed
persons than three months before, with the best level of the three provinces (3.4%). In
Gipuzkoa there were 20,400 unemployed, 1,900 fewer than three months before,
giving a rate of 6.2%. In Bizkaia, with a total of 45,500, there was an increase of 4,600
persons, increasing the rate to 8.5%.

However, we must consider that the small size of the unemployment figures in Alava
means the estimation is not statistically significant and must be taken with precaution.
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Bizkaia absorbs the loss in net employment in the first quarter of 2005

The number of employed persons came to 936,100, 2,500 fewer than three months
before. By provinces, Bizkaia fundamentally absorbed the net loss in employment with
2,400 fewer jobs, Alava also lost 400 and Gipuzkoa increased by 200. With regard to
sex, the improvement only affects males, with 3,200 more employed than the previous
quarter, while the result for females worsened with 5,700 fewer employed.

Trend for the employed population since 2001. A.C. of the Basque Country
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Increase in employment occurred above all in the services sector with 13,600
new jobs.

With regard to the fourth quarter of 2004, there was an sharp increase in the number of
workers in the services sector with 13,600 more jobs. Construction lost 11,800 jobs
and industry lost 4,600.

The employment rate, percentage of employed persons aged 16 to 64 years in relation
to the total population at these ages came to 64.9%, point one percent below three
months before. The rate for males was 75.1%, while for women it was only 54.4%.

By provinces, the highest employment rate was the rate for Gipuzkoa with 67.2% and a
point two percent increase. This was followed by Alava with 66.9% but with a point six
percent decrease. Bizkaia had the lowest rate with 63% and a point two percent
decrease in relation to the last quarter in 2004.

In the first quarter of 2005 it was estimated, with the new population projections, that
there are 760,200 households in the A.C. of the Basque Country, a third of which do
not have an active member. The number of households whose active members were
all unemployed came to 15,900 (2.1% of the total), 1,000 more than in the previous
quarter.
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Women, Bizkaia and the services sector continue to absorb most of the
employment created over the last year

The employed population grew by 16,400 persons over the last twelve months, 1.8%
more. There was an increase of almost one and a half percent in the employment rate
for women and, in the case of males, a half a percent increase. By provinces, there
was a sharp increase in the rate in Bizkaia (1.4 percent), with regard to the first quarter
of 2004.

Over the last year, the services sector created 23,200 net jobs. However, the primary
sector continued to lose weight, while the construction sector stabilized.

The unemployment rate fell by slightly over one and a half percent over the last
year in the A.C. of the Basque Country

The unemployment rate over the last year fell 1.6 percent (from 8.6% to 7%) which

means that 16,100 persons left the situation of unemployment in the A.C. of the
Basque Country.
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SURVEY ON THE POPULATION IN RELATION TO ACTIVITY (PRA)

1st quarter 2005 Variation on the previous Variation on the same
quarter quarter the previous year
Thousand % Thousand p.p.* Thousand p.p.*
POPULATION AGED 16
AND OVER 1.820,8 -0,3 +2,7
ACTIVE POPULATION/
ACTIVITY RATE 1006,7 55,3 -2,6 -0,1 +0,2 -0,1
Males 580,8 65,6 +0,0 +0,1 -0,6 -0,3
Females 426,0 45,5 -2,5 -0,3 +0,9 +0,1
EMPLOYED POPULATION/
EMPLOYMENT RATE 936,1 64,9 -2,5 -0,1 +16,4 +1,0
Males 547,0 75,1 +3,2 +0,4 +6,1 +0,5
Females 389,1 54,4 -5,7 -0,8 +10,3 +1,4
Alava 139,3 66,9 -0,4 -0,6 +2,3 +0,7
Bizkaia 487,2 63,0 -2,4 -0,2 +11,0 +1,4
Gipuzkoa 309,5 67,2 +0,2 +0,1 +3,0 +0,6
Agriculture 13,1 +0,1 -5,3
Industry 247,7 -4,6 +0,3
Construction 78,5 -11,8 -1,7
Services 596,8 +13,6 +23,2
UNEMPLOYED POPULATION/
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 70,7 7,0 +0,0 +0,0 -16,1 -1,6
Males 33,8 58 -3,2 -0,6 -6,7 -1,1
Females 36,9 8,7 +3,2 +0,8 -9.4 -2,2
16-24 14,1 18,2 -1,0 -0,7 -4,5 -2,6
25-44 42,5 73 -1,2 -0,1 -12,3 -1,9
45 and over 14,1 4,1 +2,2 +0,5 +0,8 -0,0
Alava 4,8 3,4 -2,7 -1,7 -6,7 -4,4
Bizkaia 45,5 8,5 +4,6 +0,8 -3,5 -0,8
Gipuzkoa 20,4 6,2 -1,9 -0,5 -5,9 -1,7
Seeking first job 7,8 11,0 -1,9 -2,5
INACTIVE POPULATION/
INACTIVITY RATE 814,1 44,7 +2,2 +0,1 +2,5 +0,1
HOUSEHOLDS 760,2 +6,7 +16,5
Households with 1 or more active 524,5 69,0 -19,8 -18,7
- All employed 4641 61,0 -22,7 -5,7
- All unemployed 15,9 2,1 +1,0 -4.1
Households without active members 235,7 31,0 +26,5 +35,2

*p.p. = Difference in percentage points

Source: EUSTAT (Provisional data)

Note: A methodological revision was carried out on the operation which led to changes
that affected the sampling size and design of the questionnaire, adapting it to current
needs, to the sampling framework and the balancing treatments with the incorporation
of new population projections based on 2001. For further information see the
methodology note.

For further information:

Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Tel:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: M? José Santamaria Gallardo

Tel:+34-945-01 75 33 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01

Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
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