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BIRTH STATISTICS (ENAC) 3rd quarter 2004

More births in the third quarter of 2004 than
during the same period the previous year

The annual accumulated figure came to 14,587 births in the A.C. of the
Basque Country.

Birth Statistics data for the third quarter of 2004 prepared by the EUSTAT give a figure
of 5,006 births in the A.C. of the Basque Country, which represents a 3.8% increase in
relation to the same period the previous year. By provinces, 721 babies were born in
Álava, with a 10.4% increase; in Gipuzkoa, with 1,797 births, the growth rate came to
4.7%, and Bizkaia registered lower growth, 1.5%, with 2,488 births. 

According to the order of birth, over half, 2,978, were first born in the third quarter of
2004; 1,719 children (34.3%) were born to families that already had a child and 6,2%
were third born or more. Gipuzkoa (42.8%) was the only Province where the proportion
of second born or more was higher than the average for the A.C. of the Basque
Country, set at 40.5%.

In three out of every four births the mothers were aged over 30

In the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, there is still a clear
predominance of the 30-34 years age group, who are responsible for 45% of births.
This group is followed by the immediately higher 35-39 years age group, with 25.9%,
surpassing the 25-29 years age group with 20.1%. As for the top and bottom age
groups, the under 25 year olds represent 5.3%, while the over 40 year olds contribute
3.7% of births.

Births outside marriage represent 22.8% of the total, having increased by almost three
percent in relation to the third quarter of 2003. Gipuzkoa, with 21.9%, was the only
province with lower values than the whole of the A.C. of the Basque Country. The
maternity age of this group is lower than the average age of all the women who gave
birth, as 16.7% of unmarried mothers were aged between 14 and 24. 
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Table 1. Live born in the A.C. of Euskadi. Comparative table.

Nº % Nº % Nº %

A.C. of Euskadi 5.006 100,0 4.920 100,0 4.822 100,0
   Alava 721 14,4 724 14,7 653 13,5
   Bizkaia 2.488 49,7 2.550 51,8 2.452 50,9
   Gipuzkoa 1.797 35,9 1.646 33,5 1.717 35,6

According to age of mother 5.006 100,0 4.920 100,0 4.822 100,0
   < 25 years 264 5,3 259 5,3 263 5,5
   25 - 29 years 1.005 20,1 913 18,6 856 17,8
   30 - 34 years 2.254 45,0 2.293 46,6 2.190 45,4
   35 - 39 years 1.298 25,9 1.261 25,6 1.310 27,2
   >= 40 185 3,7 194 3,9 203 4,2

Order of birth 5.006 100,0 4.920 100,0 4.822 100,0
   First 2.978 59,5 2.776 56,4 2.824 58,6
   Second 1.719 34,3 1.828 37,2 1.684 34,9
   Third or posterior 309 6,2 316 6,4 314 6,5

Source: EUSTAT
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Graph 1: Monthly movement of births
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Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa
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