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BIRTH STATISTICS (ENAC) 1% quarter 2004

In three out of four births the mother’s age
is over 30

More than half the births were first-born children.

During the first quarter of 2004, figures for Birth Statistics, devised by EUSTAT, gave
the number of births in the A.C. of the Basque Country as 4,554, similar to that
obtained in the same period of the previous year. By province, 636 children were born
in Alava, a growth of 7% and in Bizkaia, with 2,350 births, the percentage of growth
came to 1%. On the other hand, Gipuzkoa decreased by a proportion of 3%, with 1,568
births.

As regards the order of birth during the first quarter of 2004, over half, 2,562 children
were first-born; 1,713 children (37.6%) were born in to families where there was
already one child and there was a percentage of 6.1% of children who were the third or
subsequent child. Bizkaia (42.8%) was the only Province where the proportion of
second or subsequent children was less than the average for the A.C. of the Basque
Country, given as 43.7%.

As for the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, the predominant
group continued to be that of mothers aged 30-34, which accounted for almost half the
births. This group was followed by the neighbouring age bracket of 35-39, with 26.8%,
surpassing the group of mothers aged 25-29, who accounted for 18.1%. In the age
brackets at either end of the scale, under-25s accounted for 5.5%, while those aged
over 40 contributed a mere 3.4% of births.

A rise in the number of single mothers

Children born outside of matrimony accounted for 20.3% of the total, having risen half a
point in relation to the first quarter of 2003. Bizkaia, with 21.1%, was the only province
where the figures were higher than the A.C. of the Basque Country as a whole. The
maternity age for this group of women was lower than the overall figure for women with
children, since 17.4% of unmarried mothers were under 25.
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Table 1. Live born in the A.C. of Euskadi. Comparative table.

Previous quarter Same quarter previous year
1st quarter 2004 (4th quarter 2003) (1st quarter 2003)
N° % N° % N° %

A.C. of Euskadi 4.554 100,0 4.819 100,0 4.538 100,0
Alava 636 14,0 659 13,7 592 13,0
Bizkaia 2.350 51,6 2.465 51,2 2.325 51,2
Gipuzkoa 1.568 34,4 1.695 35,2 1.621 35,7

According to age of mother
< 25 years 252 55 283 5,9 254 5,6
25 - 29 years 826 18,1 901 18,7 912 20,1
30 - 34 years 2.101 46,1 2.191 45,5 2.055 45,3
35 - 39 years 1.219 26,8 1.282 26,6 1.166 257
>=40 156 3,4 162 3,4 151 3,3

Order of birth
First 2.562 56,3 2.857 59,3 2.629 57,9
Second 1.713 37,6 1.650 34,2 1.680 37,0
Third or posterior 279 6,1 312 6,5 229 5,0

Graph 1: Monthly movement of births
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For further information:

Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Tel:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact: Martin Gonzalez Hernandez
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