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MIGRATORY MOVEMENT STATISTICS (EMM) 2001

2001 was the second year in which the A.C. of the
Basque Country presented a positive migratory
balance

There was a 32% increase in the number of people coming from abroad.

During 2001, 7,079 more people came to the A.C. of the Basque Country than left it,
according to Eustat data. It was the second year running that there was a positive
migratory balance for the Community, following the virtually continuous reduction in
negative balances since 1991, leading to its becoming positive in the year 2000.

By Province, Bizkaia, with 3,184 more people, presented the highest migratory balance
in absolute figures, growing by 284% compared to the previous year. Gipuzkoa, which
gained 1,579 people as a result of migration, increased its positive balance by 596%
with respect to the previous year. Alava, in turn, presented a smaller increase, 54%,
gaining 2,316 people.

Taking solely the movements between the A.C. of the Basque Country and the other
Autonomous Communities, in 2001 there were 2,892 more entries than in the previous
year, giving a 22% increase. Although the migratory balance between the A.C. of the
Basque Country and the other Autonomous Communities is still negative, it has fallen
by 201%, a loss of 1,338 people. Elsewhere, the migratory balance for people coming
from foreign countries was positive, with 8,417 more people, meaning a 32% increase
in relation to the previous year.

Graph 1.- Evolution of the migratory balance by Provinces
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Changes of residence affected 7.3% of the Basque population during 2001; in 71% of
cases the move was within the A.C. of the Basque Country, while in the remaining
cases the move was outside the Community.

Altogether, there were 153,338 changes of usual residence in the A.C. of the Basque
Country:

- Of this figure, 73,765 corresponded to changes of residence within the same
municipality.

- Intra-Community movement, where the origin and destination were different
municipalities of the A.C. of the Basque Country, accounted for 35,102 movements.

- In addition, 25,775 external or extra-Community immigrations were registered,
whereby the origin was a municipality outside the Community and the destination was
the A.C. of the Basque Country.

- Finally, there were 18,696 external or extra-Community emigrations, meaning
variations in residence originating in a municipality of the Autonomous Community and
whose destination was outside of it.

Table 1.- Evolution of movements and migratory balances. A.C. of the Basque Country.

Emigrations Inmigrations Migratory balance
Year
Total Variation index Total Variation index Total
(1988=100) (1988=100)

1988 18.103 100 8.014 100 -10.089
1989 17.633 97 10.120 126 -7.513
1990 15.771 87 10.930 136 -4.841
1991 14.751 81 12.140 151 -2.611
1992 13.668 76 9.006 112 -4.662
1993 14.096 78 9.554 119 -4.542
1994 16.179 89 10.809 135 -5.370
1995 16.130 89 11.316 141 -4.814
1996 14.356 79 11.299 141 -3.057
1997 14.234 79 12.496 156 -1.738
1998 16.585 92 14.372 179 -2.213
1999 17.291 96 16.103 201 -1.188
2000 17.462 96 20.022 250 2.560
2001 18.696 103 25.775 322 7.079

Source: EUSTAT

This external or extra-Community geographical movement, affecting 21 of every 1000
inhabitants of the A.C. of the Basque Country in 2001 (Alava 27%o, Bizkaia 23%o and
Gipuzkoa 16%o), is relatively small if compared to the other Autonomous Communities,
where 29 of every 1000 inhabitants moved away.
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The emigration rate of the A.C. of the Basque Country was 8.9%. in 2001, or, if the
figures for emigrations abroad are excluded, 8.4%o, two percent below the average for
the autonomous communities as a whole. Those communities which were above the
average, La Rioja, Castile- La Mancha, the Balearic Isles and Ceuta-Melilla, surpassed
the A.C. of the Basque Country with rates ranging between 11%. and 30%eo.

The Autonomous Communities that contributed more population to the A.C. of the
Basque Country than they received were Catalonia, Castile and Ledn, Castile- La
Mancha, Asturias, Galicia, Extremadura and Aragén, as well as the autonomous cities
of Ceuta and Melilla, with whom there was a balance of 76 people. With foreign
countries, 2001 saw a positive balance of 8,417 people.

The Autonomous Communities that constituted a pole of attraction for emigrants
from the A.C. of the Basque Country were, in the following order, Castile and Ledn,
Cantabria, Madrid and the Valencian Community. These four account for one in two
people that leave our Community.

11,353 foreign immigrants were registered in 2001, 55% more than the previous year,
accounting for 44% of the total entries in our Community. Since 1988 there has been a
substantial increase in the volume of foreign immigrants entering the A.C. of the
Basque Country. In absolute terms, the figure has grown from around 500 entries to
pass the 10,000 mark in 2001, or, in other words, the number of foreign immigrants has
multiplied by twenty in twelve years. It should be noted that part of the foreign
immigrants came from other autonomous Communities. In 2001, this happened in
3,152 cases.

As regards education level, the lowest levels of education corresponded to 48% of
immigrants and 50% of emigrants; higher levels of education were the same for both
groups, 17%.

The average age of emigrants was 37.2, 3.6 more than that of immigrants, which was
33.6.

For further information:

Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadistica

C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Tel:+34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact person: Martin Gonzalez Hernandez

Tel:+34-945-01 75 49 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01
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