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Press release 05/12/2003

MARRIAGE STATISTICS (EMAT) 2nd quarter 2003

Fewer marriages in the second quarter of 2003
than in the same period last year

In April, May and June 2003 there were 3,035 marriages.

3,035 marriages took place in the A.C. of the Basque Country during the second
quarter of 2003, representing a 2.9% fall in relation to the same period last year. By
provinces, 1,510 weddings involved residents of Bizkaia followed by 988 from
Gipuzkoa and 385 from Álava. In the case of residents from outside of the A.C. of the
Basque Country, the number of weddings came to 152.

Increase in the number of civil marriages

The increase in the number of weddings during this quarter was due to the proliferation
of marriage ceremonies held in May and June. Additionally, 35.2% of weddings held
during this period were civil ones, a higher percentage than in the same quarter of
2002. However, this proportion is much smaller than the one recorded during the first
three months of 2003, when almost 60% of weddings were civil ones.

Of the 3,035 weddings held in the second quarter of 2003, 2,919 of the men who
married and 2,987 of the women were residents of the A.C. of the Basque Country. For
2,738 bridegrooms (93.8%) this was their first marriage, while there were 19 widowers
and 162 divorced men who remarried. The percentage of women for whom this was
their first marriage was slightly higher than for men, coming to 2,826 (94.6%), while
there were 13 widows and 148 divorcees.

The age of married couples increases

As regards distribution of marriages according to the age of the bride and groom 65.9%
of men were over 30, while among women, this percentage came to 45.1%. Both
proportions were greater than those recorded during the same quarter of 2002, which
were 61.6% and 43.6% respectively.
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Nº % Nº % Nº %

MARRIAGES 3.035 1.216 3.125

Canonical 1.966 64,8 489 40,2 2.095 67,0

Civil 1.069 35,2 727 59,8 1.030 33,0

HUSBANDS 2.919 1.182 3.018

Single 2.738 93,8 1.067 90,3 2.817 93,3

Widowers 19 0,7 12 1,0 21 0,7

Divorcés 162 5,5 103 8,7 180 6,0

WIVES 2.987 1.198 3.077

Single 2.826 94,6 1.084 90,5 2.916 94,8

Widows 13 0,4 8 0,7 7 0,2

Divorcées 148 5,0 106 8,8 154 5,0

Source: EUSTAT

Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year
2nd quarter 2003 (1st quarter 2003) (2nd quarter 2002)
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Graph 1: Monthly movement in marriages

For further information:
Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea / Instituto Vasco de Estadística
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz
Tel:+34-945-01 75 00  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  E-mail: eustat@eustat.es
Contact person: Martín González Hernández
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 
Press releases on the Internet: www.eustat.es
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