
Page 1(3)

Press release 23/06/2003

DISTRICT AND MUNICIPAL DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH YEAR 2000

Zamudio, Legutiano and Olaberria lead the list of
municipalities with the highest GDP per capita in

the year 2000

Vitoria-Gasteiz (+13%) and Bilbao (+2%) were above the Basque average,
while Donostia-San Sebastián was close to the average.

The GDP per Basque inhabitant, measured in terms of purchasing power parity (PPA)
was 22,936 in the year 2000, 101% of the average for the European Union-15 which
was 22,603, the average for the Spanish state being 82% of the European average.
Apart from the A.C. of the Basque Country, only two other Autonomous Communities
had higher than EU-15 average in the year 2000: Madrid (110%) and Navarre (105%).
France (101%) and the UK (100%) also matched the Community average for the year.

The distribution of Basque GDP per capita by provinces was unequal, the figure for
Alava being 24% higher than the European average, 3% higher than in Gipuzkoa and
6% lower than  in Bizkaia. Between 1996 and 2000, there was no process of
convergence between provincial GDP per capita, thus maintaining the gap.

TABLE 1.- District contribution to GDP (%) and district GDP per capita Index =100
of the A.C. of the Basque Country). Year 2000

Eskualdeak/Districts Contribution 
to GDP     (%)

GDP per 
capita

Gorbeia Inguruak / Estribaciones del Gorbea 0,8 249
Errioxa Arabarra / Rioja Alavesa 1,1 237
Arabako Ibarrak / Valles Alaveses 0,4 181
Deba Garaia / Alto Deba 3,9 130
Durangaldea / Duranguesado 5,6 129
Arabako Lautada / Llanada Alavesa 12,6 115
Arrati-Nerbioi / Arratia-Nervión 1,1 112
Goierri 3,3 110
Kantauri Arabarra / Cantábrica Alavesa 1,7 108
Arabako Mendialdea / Montaña Alavesa 0,2 107
Urola-Kostaldea / Urola Costa 3,3 105
Deba Beherea / Bajo Deba 2,7 103
Tolosaldea / Tolosa 2,2 103
Donostialdea / Donostia-San Sebastián 14,5 97
Bilbo Handia / Gran Bilbao 37,8 91
Bidasoa Beherea / Bajo Bidasoa 3,0 89
Markina-Ondarroa 1,1 86
Gernika-Bermeo 1,8 86
Plentzia-Mungia 1,7 83
Enkartazioak / Encartaciones 1,0 72
C.A. de Euskadi 100,0 100

Note: Index GDP per capita =100 in the A.C. of the Basque Country
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DISTRICT CONTRIBUTION TO BASQUE GDP

The three leading districts in the Provinces- Gran Bilbao, Donostia-San Sebastián and
la Llanada Alavesa- concentrated 65% of the wealth generated in the year 2000, two
percent lower than in 1996. The reason for this lower contribution is the establishment
of industrial activity in outlying districts, which have proven to be more dynamic over
the five year period.

If the absolute values of each district are taken in relation to the number of inhabitants,
we can observe that three Alaves districts- Estribaciones del Gorbea, Rioja Alavesa
and Valles Alaveses-, one Gipuzkoana- Alto Deba- and one Bizkaian -Duranguesado-
were over 25% higher than the Basque GDP per capita. The latter two districts have
emerged in this ranking for the year 2000, when only the three Alaves districts
surpassed this figure in 1996. Industrial specialization -industry contributed 64.26% of
GDP in the Alto Deba and 52% in the Duranguesado- has enabled these levels of GDP
per capita to be reached. 

The other districts above the Basque average per capita were: Llanada Alavesa (15%),
Arratia-Nervión (12%), Goierri (10%), Cantábrica Alavesa (8%), Montaña Alavesa
(7%), Urola Costa (5%), Bajo Deba (3%) and Tolosaldea (3%).

At the other end of the balance were the districts whose GDP per capita was at least
10% lower than the Basque average: Encartaciones, Plentzia-Mungia, Gernika-
Bermeo, Markina-Ondarroa and Bajo Bidasoa 

The districts of Donostialdea and Gran Bilbao are found among the districts whose
GDP index per capita is lower than average, between 90 and 99%.

Between 1996 and 2000 there was a certain concentration of GDP per capita in the
district distribution, narrowing the gap between the districts that generated most wealth
per capita (Estribaciones del Gorbea) and least (Encartaciones).

STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUNICIPAL ECONOMY AND ITS GDP
PER CAPITA

If we analyse data by municipalities, Zamudio, Legutiano and Olaberria lead the list of
Basque municipalities with the highest GDP per capita, determined by having relevant
industrial activity and almost no representation of the primary sector. Some of these
municipalities are characterised by having technological parks within their territorial
limits. 

TABLE 2.- Economic structure and population of municipalities with higher GDP
per capita

Primary Industry Construction Services
Legutiano 1.395 0,81 76,04 9,31 13,84
Olaberria 942 0,38 79,26 0,97 19,40
Zamudio 2.920 0,23 62,65 1,83 35,29

Municipality Population Structure of value added (%)
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The municipalities with the lowest GDP per capita are usually in rural areas which are
not in Alava and have a low resident population. 

Among the municipalities that generate low GDP per capita are also municipalities
such as Portugalete and Santurtzi with sizeable resident populations, 52,249 and
48,172 respectively, that did not reach 50% of the average of the A.C. of the Basque
Country. They are towns in which industrial activity moved out of the urban centres and
settled in industrial estates belonging to neighbouring municipalities.

TABLE 3.- Economic structure and population of municipalities with lower GDP
per capita

Primary Industry Construction Services
Arama                    163 13,77 32,35 4,14 49,74
Lanestosa              290 5,79 26,92 0,96 66,34
Lemoiz                   896 9,27 22,77 5,11 62,85

Municipality Population Structure of value added (%)

Of the Basque capitals, Vitoria-Gasteiz has a 13% higher GDP per capita than the
Basque average, Bilbao 2% higher and Donostia –San Sebastián almost the average.
The former bases its hegemony on a powerful and modern industry that provides over
40% of its GDP, while Bilbao and Donostia-San Sebastián base their economic
structure on the services sector, over 75% of its GDP is generated by this sector, and
where the industrial contribution is very low, around 18%, more than 20 percent below
the Basque average.

TABLE 4.- Economic structure and index of GDP per capita in the Basque
capitals

Primary Industry Construction Services
Vitoria-Gasteiz 113 0,39 40,33 4,90 54,38
Bilbao 102 0,01 17,28 7,19 75,52
Donostia-San Sebastián 99 0,18 19,27 3,24 77,31
C. A. de Euskadi 100 1,27 38,31 6,17 54,25

Municipality Population Structure of value added (%)

In the municipal generation of GDP per capita from 1996 to 2000 there was greater
dispersion, thus increasing the gap between those that generate most and least wealth. 
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