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BIRTH STATISTICS (ENAC)                                                                                     Year 2001

17,647 BIRTHS REGISTERED IN 2001, 1.9% MORE THAN

THE PREVIOUS YEAR

The number of births only fell in Alava in 2001.

In 2001 the number of births in the A.C. of the Basque Country came to 17,647, a 1.9%

increase with regard to 2000, according to EUSTAT data. The largest increase was in

Gipuzkoa (2.7%), followed by Bizkaia (2.5%); in Álava, however, there was a slight

decrease of 2.1%.

The number of births came to 8.5 per thousand inhabitants, one of the lowest in the

European Union. The highest figure corresponded to Gipuzkoa (9.2‰), followed by

Álava (8.5‰) and Bizkaia (8.1‰).

The sharp falling trend in births that started in 1976 slowed down from the end of the

80s and reached its lowest rate in 1994. The figures in 2001 continued a slight upturn

that started in 1995 and was interrupted in 1998.

74% of women who gave birth in 2001 were aged thirty or older. The biggest group

corresponded to women aged between 30 and 34 with 46.1% of the total number of

births. In addition, there was an increase with regard to 2000 in the group of mothers

aged 35 and over, which continued to outnumber the 25 to 29 year olds.

In the last decade all maternal age groups under the age of 30 lost weight. Thus, the

percentage of mothers under the age of 20 fell by half and the group aged 20 to 24 fell

by 6 points, reaching a figure of 4.2%. The group of 25 to 29 year olds saw a sharper

decline (16 points), representing 20.7% of all mothers in 2001. On the other hand, the

group of mothers aged 35 or older doubled in number.

Taking into consideration the order of birth, first children in 2001 represented over 57%,

a similar proportion to the previous year. However, third and subsequent born only

made up 5.9%.
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In 2001 the number of births to unmarried parents came to 2,875. this figure represents

16.3% of the total births and was slightly higher than in 2000 (15.2%).

The number of births came to 17.405, of which 17,111 were single, 277 twins, 15

triplets and 2 quadruplets.

The ratio of sexes between children born in 2001 was 108 boys for every 100 girls. On

average, boys weighed 3,289 grams and girls weighed 3,170 grams.

Table1: Live births in 2001 by mother’s province of residence.

A. C. of Euskadi Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Total 17.647 2.436 9.040 6.171

   Males 9.161 1.231 4.722 3.208

   Women 8.486 1.205 4.318 2.963

Order of birth

   First 10.185 1.374 5.418 3.393

   Second 6.419 915 3.119 2.385

   Third or posterior 1.043 147 503 393

According to age of mother

   < 25 years 930 149 539 242

   25 - 29 years 3.661 512 1.713 1.436

   30 - 34 years 8.137 1.119 4.125 2.893

   35 - 39 years 4.391 582 2.366 1.443

   >= 40 528 74 297 157
According to the marital status 
of the mother

   Married 14.772 2.037 7.550 5.185

   Not married 2.875 399 1.490 986

Source: EUSTAT
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