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BIRTH STATISTICS (ENAC)                                                                            Third quarter 2002

SLIGHT INCREASE IN BIRTHS IN THE THIRD QUARTER
OF 2002 WITH REGARD TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2001

The annual accumulated figure came to 13,401 births in the A.C. of the Basque

Country

Data corresponding to the third quarter of 2002 on Birth Statistics show a figure of

4,529 births in the A.C. of the Basque Country, 1.6% more than the same period the

previous year, according to EUSTAT data. By provinces, 626 babies were born in

Álava (+2.5%), 2,325 (+1.8%) in Bizkaia and 1,578 (+1.0%) in Gipuzkoa.

According to the order of birth, over half, 2,704 babies (59.7%), were first born in the

third quarter of 2002; 1,572 babies (34.7%) were born to families that already had a

child and 253 (5.6%) were third or subsequent born in the family. Alava was the only

province where the proportion of third or subsequent born was lower than the average

for the A.C. of the Basque Country.

Almost half the mothers were aged between 30 and 34

In the distribution of births according to age, there was still a clear predominance of

mothers aged 30-34, which accounted for almost half the births. This group is followed

by the immediately older group of 35-39 year olds with 25.3%, surpassing the group of

25-29 year olds, who accounted for 20%. Of the extreme groups, the under 25 year

olds represented 5.6%, while the over 40 year olds represented 2.9%.

Births outside marriage represent 17.7% of the total, more than a one point increase

with regard to the third quarter of 2001. In Gipuzkoa this proportion was lower than the

whole of the A.C. of the Basque Country (16.0%). The maternity age for this group is

younger than for the whole of the women who gave birth, as 20.4% of unmarried

mothers were under the age of 25.



Euskal Estatistika-Erakundea/Instituto Vasco de Estadística                                      Birth Statistics (ENAC)

Page: 2(2)

Live births in the A.C. of the Basque Country. Comparative table.

Nº % Nº % Nº %

A.C. of Euskadi 4.529 100,0 4.601 100,0 4.458 100,0

   Alava 626 13,8 654 14,2 611 13,7
   Bizkaia 2.325 51,3 2.384 51,8 2.284 51,2
   Gipuzkoa 1.578 34,8 1.563 34,0 1.563 35,1

According to age of mother

   < 25 years 252 5,6 241 5,2 239 5,4
   25 - 29 years 907 20,0 936 20,3 926 20,8
   30 - 34 years 2.095 46,3 2.096 45,6 2.014 45,2
   35 - 39 years 1.144 25,3 1.187 25,8 1.158 26,0
   >= 40 131 2,9 141 3,1 121 2,7

Order of birth

   First 2.704 59,7 2.581 56,1 2.610 58,5
   Second 1.572 34,7 1.745 37,9 1.598 35,8
   Third or posterior 253 5,6 275 6,0 250 5,6
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