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SURVEY ON POPULATION IN RELATION TO ACTIVITY. 1112025

The unemployment rate dropped to 5.7% in the second

guarter of 2025, after the number of employed peoplein

the Basque Country rose by 18,900 and the number of
unemployed people fell by 13,200

Last year, the number of people in work increased by 17,600 and the unemployment
rate fell by 1.8 percentage points, from 7.5% to 5.7%

Data from the second quarter of 2025 on the labour market in the Basque Country showed 18,900
more people in work and 13,200 fewer unemployed people than in the previous quarter, according
to Eustat data. There were an estimated 61,100 unemployed people and the figure for people in
work stood at 1,010,400 in this second quarter of 2025.

The unemployment rate for the Basque Country stood at 5.7%, 1.3 percentage points down on the
first quarter of 2025. As a result of the evolution in the employed and unemployed population, the
activity rate, calculated on the basis of the population aged 16 and over, remained at 56% in the
second quarter of 2025 in comparison with the previous quarter.

Employment rate of the population aged between 16 and 64 in the Basque
Country, by sex and quarter
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By province and compared to the previous quarter, there were 9,200 more people in work in Bizkaia,
5,100 more in Gipuzkoa and 4,700 more in Alava. Regarding the capitals,there were 3,900 more
employed people in Vitoria-Gasteiz and 2,700 more in San Sebastian. However, there were 800
fewer people in work in Bilbao.

The rise in employment affected both men and women; there were a 9,900 more men in work and
9,000 more women. With regards to nationality, the number of Spanish nationals in work increased
by 13,800 (1.5%) and the number of foreign nationals in work rose by 5,100 (5.3%).

Employment rose in the services sector, industry and construction and fell in the
primary sector

The employed population in the Basque Country rose by 13,800 people (1.9%) in the Services
sector; by 3,400 (1.7%) in Industry and by 1,900 (3.3%) in the Construction sector. In contrast, there
were 300 fewer people (-3.2%) employed in the Primary sector.

The employment rate, calculated as the percentage of people in work aged 16 to 64 over the total
for these ages, rose 1.2 percentage points compared to the previous quarter, standing at 71.9%.
This rate rose to 74.2% among men and 69.6% among women, respectively, 1.0 and 1.3 percentage
points more than in the previous quarter. Amongst young people aged between 16 and 24, the
employment rate decreased from 29.4% to 27.7%, 1.7 percentage points lower than the previous
quarter.

As regards nationality, the highest employment rate was recorded amongst Spanish nationals, with
73.9%, rising 0.9 percentage points compared to the previous quarter. Among foreign nationals the
employment rate rose by 2.8 points to stand at 57.8%.

By province, Gipuzkoa had the highest employment rate, at 73.6%, an increase of 0.8 percentage
points compared to the previous quarter. Alava was in second place with 72.7%, increasing by 1.6
percentage points; lastly, in Bizkaia, the employment rate rose by 1.3 points to stand at 70.6%.

In relation to the types of contracts of salaried individuals, the number of people with permanent
contracts increased by 12,300 in respect of the previous quarter and, in relation to the second quarter
of the previous year, the increase was 24,500 people.

In six out of every ten households all active individuals were employed

In the second quarter of 2025 it was estimated that there were 927,600 households in the Basque
Country, of which a third did not have any active individuals, 2,900 more households than in the
previous quarter. In six out of every ten households, all of the active individuals were in work, 9,800
more families. Furthermore, households where all active individuals were unemployed stood at
18,600, 5,900 fewer households than in the previous quarter (a decrease of 24%).

The second quarter of 2025 posted an unemployment rate of 5.7%

The unemployed population in the Basque Country, i.e. individuals who are available for work,
actively making enquiries and seeking employment, was estimated to be 61,100 in the second
guarter of the year, 13,200 fewer than in the previous quarter. The number of unemployed women,
31,700 individuals, decreased by 5,100, while the number of unemployed men fell by 8,200, reaching
a total of 29,400 for the quarter.

The data for the second quarter of 2025 revealed an unemployment rate of 5.7%, down 1.3
percentage points compared to the previous quarter. The unemployment rate for men dropped 1.5
percentage points to 5.3% and the unemployment rate for women fell by 1 point to stand at 6.1%.
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Amongst young people aged between 16 and 24, the unemployment rate was 12.4%, down 0.6
percentage points compared to the previous quarter.

With regards to nationality, the unemployed population figure decreased among Spanish nationals
by 8,100, standing at 44,500. Among foreign nationals, unemployment decreased by 5,100 to stand
at 16,600 people out of work.

By province, in Bizkaia, the number of unemployed people fell by 6,800 to stand at 37,400, and the
unemployment rate decreased by 1.3 percentage points, standing at 6.7%. In Gipuzkoa the number
of unemployed people fell by 5,600 and there were 14,600 people out of work, the unemployment
rate falling by 1.6 percentage points to stand at 4.1%. In Alava the number of unemployed people
dropped to 9,100, 800 fewer, and the unemployment rate stood at 5.6%, half a percentage point less
than in the first quarter.

As regards the capitals, there were 2,900 fewer unemployed people in San Sebastian, 1,000 fewer
in Vitoria-Gasteiz and 400 fewer in Bilbao, compared to the previous quarter.

According to EUROSTAT, the Statistical Office of the European Union, in May 2025 the
deseasonalised unemployment rate of the European Union as a whole was 5.9% and that of Spain
was 10.8%.

Compared to the second quarter of 2024, the number of employed people rose by
17,600 and the unemployment rate fell by 1.8 percentage points

Last year, in comparison with the second quarter of 2024, there were 17,600 more people in work,
an increase of 1.8%. There were 9,400 more people working in the services sector; 4,900 more in
the construction sector; and 3,600 more in industry. There were 300 fewer people working in the
agricultural sector. Regarding unemployed people, the number of people out of work in the Basque
Country fell by 19,700 and the unemployment rate decreased by 1.8 percentage points (from 7.5%
to 5.7%).

97.5% of registered workers for the quarter were in work, according to ILO criteria

It is calculated that there were 949,800 registered workers for the quarter on average in the Basque
Country, i.e. the number of individuals resident in the Basque Country who were registered for Social
Security, weighted by the number of days worked in the quarter. Of those, the PRA estimates that
97.5% were employed, a total of 926,200 individuals, according to criteria from the International
Labour Organisation (ILO).

Amongst those employed according to ILO criteria in the PRA, 47,200 people (4.7%) were not
registered in the Social Security system, because they belonged to public mutual societies for civil
servants, or because they were in other situations.

38.6% of unemployed people were not registered as being unemployed

It is estimated that there was a quarterly average of 84,900 unemployed people registered with
Lanbide, i.e. people residing in the Basque Country who were registered on Lanbide at the time of
the survey in any one of the categories designated for registered unemployment. Of those, 42.6%
were unemployed according to the ILO definition (36,200 people). 38.6% of unemployed people
according to the ILO definition in the PRA were not registered as unemployed with Lanbide (23,600
people), even though they may have been registered under other categories of job seeker.
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WORKING POPULATION
Men

Women

Araba/Alava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality

Foreign nationality

EMPLOYED POPULATION
Men

Women

Araba/Alava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality

Foreign nationality

Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Industry
Construction

Services

Salaried

- with a permanent contract

Unwaged

UNEMPLOYED POPULATION
Men

Women

16-24 years
25 - 44 years

45 years and over

Araba/Alava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality

Foreign nationality

INACTIVE POPULATION

HOUSEHOLDS

Households with active individuals
- All employed

- All unemployed

/2025

POPULATION AGED 16 AND OVER

- - With temparary contract and without contract

Households without active individuals

1911.8

10715
5526
5189

1645
555.0
3520

1226
166.2
89.2

693.5

1175

10104
523.2
487.2

1554
5177
3374

1158
1517

857
657.3

909.6
1008

9.2
2030
60.3

7379

6759
1653
169.2

61.1
294
317

82
239
270

91
374

36.2

445
166

8403

9276
610.2
561.6

186
3174

1.065.8
5509
5149

160.6
552.8

3525

119.8
167.5
894

689.2

948.4

1174

9915
5133
4782

150.7
508.5
3323

1119
152.5

830
644.1

8958

95.7

95
199.6
584
7241

8235
663.6
159.9
168.0

376
368

91
N7

99
44.2

202

78
15.0
64

52.6
27

926.2
611.7
551.8

3145

+7.4

+57
+1.7
+4.0

+39
+2.2
05

+28
13
0.2
+4.3

+56
+0.1

+189
+9.9
+9.0

+4.7
+9.2
+5.1

+39
08
+2.7

+13.2

+13.8

03
+34
+19

+13.8

+17.8
+123
+5.4
+1.2

-13.2
82

09
58
6.5

08
68

56

-10
04
29
89

8.1
5.1

+H.8

+1.4
1.5
+9.8
59
+29

+0.5
+0.3
+08

+24
+04
0.1

+23
08
02
+0.6

+06
+0.1

+1.9
+1.9
+19

+3.1
+1.8
+1.5

+3.5
05
+33

+20

+15

+53

32
+1.7
+33

+1.9

+2.2
+19
+34
+0.7

-17.8
-218
-139

99
-183
-19.4

8.1
-15.4

-277

-12.8
27
453

-19.7

-154
-235

+0.2

+0.2
02
+1.8
-241
+09

The data for the current year are provisional and the previous year have been revised with the updating of the population based on January 1 of that year.

/-1 Variation of the last quarter observed with regards to the immediately preceding quarter

Date July 17,2025

Source: Eustat Population with relation to activity survey
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Population with relation to activity in the Basque Country. Main

rates. 2025/11

1172025
EMPLOYMENT RATE
Men

Women

Araba/Alava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality

Foreign nationality

EMPLOYMENT RATE (aged 16-64 years)
Men

Women

ArabaAlava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality
Foreign nationality

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
Men

Women

16-24 years
25 - 44 years

45 years and over

ArabarAlava
Bizkaia

Gipuzkoa

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Bilbao
Donostia / San Sebastian

Other Municipalities

Spanish nationality
Foreign nationality

INACTIVITY RATE

56.0
60.2

522

577
553
565

573
554
56.3
56.0

55.1

ne
742
696

727
706

736

722
684
47

723

739

578

57
5.3
6.1

124
6.1
46

56
6.7
41

55
88
39
52

47
141

440

172025

56.0
60.2

52.0

56.6
55.2

56.9

56.2
55.9
56.9
55.8

55.0
65.0

70.7
73.2
68.3

711
69.3
72.8

70.3
68.3
726
71.2

730
55.0

7.0
6.8
71

130
76
5.8

6.1
80
57

65
9.0
71
65

55

18.5

440

t-1(p.p)

+0.0
+0.2

+0.1
04

+1.1
05
06
+0.2

+0.1
03

+1.2
+1.0

+1.3

+1.6
+1.3
+0.8

+1.9
+0.1
+2.1

+1.1

+0.9

+238

-13
-15
-1.0

06
-15
1.2

05
-13

-1.6

-1.0
02
32
13

0.8
4.4

+0.0

The data for the current year are provisional and the previous year have been revised with the updating of the population based on January 1 of that year.

t/t-1 Variation of the last quarter observed with regards to the immediately preceding quarter
p.p = Difference in percentage points
Date July 17, 2025

Source: Eustat Population with relation to activity survey

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea/Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel.: 945 01 75 62

Page: 5(5)


mailto:servicioprensa@eustat.eus

