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Births in the Basque Country fell by 0.1% in the 
fourth quarter of 2023 

 
 

During 2023 there was a 1.6% decrease in the number of births 
 
In the fourth quarter of 2023 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 3,465, 
0.1% down on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. It should 
be noted that the sharpest fall was in Bizkaia, with 1,645 births, representing 5.6% fewer 
than the previous year. However, in Álava and Gipuzkoa the number of births rose, with 
593 and 1,227 births respectively, representing an increase of 7% in Álava and 4.5% in 
Gipuzkoa. 
 
33.5% of women who gave birth in the Basque Country in the fourth quarter of 2023 were 
of foreign nationality, which is higher than the 30.8% recorded for the same period of 
2022. Álava saw a higher percentage which reached 41.9%, followed by Gipuzkoa and 
Bizkaia with percentages of 33.5% and 30.5%, respectively.  
 

Almost 80% of mothers were over 30 years of age 
 
As regards distribution of births according to age, 33.4% of mothers were aged 35-39, 
33.4% of mothers were in the 30-34 age group and the 25-29 age group accounted for 
14.7%. The number of mothers over the age of 40 (11.4%) exceeded those under 25 
(7.1%). 
 
The age of maternity also varied according to nationality. In fact, the average age of 
foreign mothers was 30.9 years old, compared to 34.6 for mothers with Spanish 
nationality. 
 

Unmarried mothers accounted for 51.2% of births 
 
Births outside marriage in the fourth quarter of 2023 accounted for 51.2% of the total, 
down 0.3 percentage points on the number registered for the same period in 2022. 
 
According to the order of birth, over half (51.4%) of births, or 1,780, were first-borns; 
1,228 (35.4%) were born into families that already had a child, and the number of third 
and subsequent children stood at 457 (13.2%). 
 
 

Balance for 2023 
 
For 2023 as a whole, the provisional birth rate reached 13,421, which is equivalent to a 
decrease of 215 (-1.6%) compared to data from 2022. This decrease occurred in Bizkaia 
and Álava; there was a 3.1% drop in Bizkaia (214 fewer births); in Álava it was 2.3% (53 
fewer births); and in Gipuzkoa there was an increase of 1.2% (52 more births). 
 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 

BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 



 

 

 
 ENAC IV/2023 

  

Page: 2 (3) 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

 
 



 

 

 
 ENAC IV/2023 

  

Page: 3 (3) 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

 
 
 
For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
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