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MARRIAGE STATISTICS. II/2023 

 

There were 2,179 marriages in the Basque Country 
in the second quarter of 2023, down 6.4% on the 

previous year  
 

There was an increase of 0.3% in respect of the second quarter of 2019 
 
There were a total of 2,179 marriages in the Basque Country during the second quarter 
of 2023, down 6.4% on the same quarter of the previous year (2,329), according to Eustat 
data. Of the total number of marriages, 2,101 were between different-sex couples and 
the other 78 were between same-sex couples, 47 between women and 31 between men. 
 
As usual, in the second quarter, the number of unions rose considerably in respect of 
the first quarter, above all in the month of June, which saw 45.5% of the weddings 
celebrated in the quarter. If we compare data from this quarter with that from the same 
quarter of 2019, prior to the pandemic, they are very similar with an increase of only 
0.3%. 
 
Taking into account the province where the marriage was registered, all three provinces 
saw a decrease in the number of marriages: there were 1,042 weddings in Bizkaia (22 
fewer than the previous year); 235 in Álava (43 fewer); and 759 in Gipuzkoa (65 fewer). 
Meanwhile, 143 couples registered their marriage outside the Basque Country. 
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During the spring months in 2023, the percentage of civil weddings was 91.7%, 88.1% 
corresponded to different-sex couples and 3.6% of the total number of marriages were 
between same-sex couples, all of which were civil. This percentage was 1.3 points higher 
than that observed in the same quarter of 2022.  
Of the 2,179 weddings in the second quarter of 2022, 2,008 men and 2,038 women 
resident in the Basque Country married. For 1,728 husbands (86.1%) this was their first 
marriage, whilst 17 widowers and 263 divorcees remarried. As regards women, there 
were 1734 single women who married (85.1%), 5 widows and 299 divorcees. 
 

92% of husbands and 87% of wives were aged 30 or over 
 
As regards the distribution according to the age of the couple, 91.5% of husbands and 
86.6% of wives were over 30. In the same period of 2022, this proportion was 93% for 
men and 86.6% for women. 
 
In the months of April, May and June 2023, 11.9% of recently married men and 15.3% 
of recently married women were foreign nationals. In respect of the same quarter of the 
previous year, this percentage rose by 0.4 percentage points among men and fell by 0.9 
points among women. 
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