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MARRIAGE STATISTICS. I/2023 

 
 

In the first quarter of 2023 there were 1,037 
marriages in the Basque Country, 1% less than a 

year ago 

 
In comparison with the 1,015 marriages celebrated in 2019, there was a rise 
of 2.2% 
 
The number of marriages in the Basque Country during the first quarter of 2023 rose to 
1,037, 1% down on those in the same quarter of the previous year (1,048), according to 
Eustat data. Of the total number of marriages, 997 were heterosexual marriages and 40 
were between people of the same sex, 23 between women and 17 between men. 
 
By months, in January and February the number of marriages fell by 4.9% and 21.3%, 
respectively. In contrast, in March weddings increased by 15.2% in respect of March 
2022. If we compare data from this quarter with that from the same quarter of 2019, prior 
to the pandemic, with 1,015 marriages, there was a rise of 2.2%. 
 
During the first quarter of 2023, more than 96 out of 100 weddings were civil, 96.8%. 
This percentage was 95.5% in the same quarter of 2022. 
 
In the 1,037 weddings in the first quarter of 2023, 977 men and 989 women resident in 
the Basque Country entered into marriage; the remainder of the spouses resided outside 
of the Basque Country. For 774 spouses (79.2%) this was their first marriage, whilst 189 
divorced men and 14 widowers remarried. The percentage of women entering into their 
first marriage was similar to that of men, standing at 782 (79.1%); the number of 
divorcees rose to 194 and the number of widows stood at 13. 
 
As regards the distribution of marriages according to the age of the couples, 89.8% of 
husbands were aged 30 or over, whilst this percentage decreased to 84.2% for wives. 
Compared to the same period of the previous year, this proportion rose for men (89.7% 
in 2022) and fell for women (86.4% in 2022). 
 

The percentage of foreign nationals entering into marriage decreased 
 
In the first quarter of 2023, 27.4% of recently married women and 20.2% of recently 
married men were foreign nationals. These percentages slightly increased in comparison 
with the same period in 2022, for both wives and husbands, when they were 27.9% and 
20.3%, respectively. 
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For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tel.: 945 01 75 62  


