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DEATH STATISTICS I/2023 

 
 

Deaths fell by 3.6% in the first quarter of 2023 in the 
Basque Country 

 
 

Deaths due to COVID-19 were down 90.5% and the lowest value was obtained 
in the first quarter, with 74 deaths.  
 
In the first quarter of 2023 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 6,207, 3.6% 
down on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. If we compare this 
data with previous years, we see that in the first quarter of 2023, the number of deaths was 
lower than in 2022 (6,439) and 2020 (6,522), but higher than in 2021 (5,994), 2019 (6,011) 
and the average for the 2010-2019 period (5,813). 
 

 
 
Deaths fell in all three provinces, Bizkaia standing out with 3,281, a decrease of 4.8%. There 
were 800 deaths in Álava, down 3.8%, and 2,126 in Gipuzkoa, a fall of 1.6%. By sex, 3,170 
women and 3,037 men died, which was a decrease of 3.4% for women and 3.9% for men. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 8 corresponded to children under 1 
year of age (0.1%) and 113 to centenarians (1.8%). Additionally, 64.9% of those who died 
were aged between 80 and 99 years old.  
 

1.000

1.400

1.800

2.200

2.600

3.000

Source: Eustat. Death Statistics

Deaths of residents in the Basque Country per month

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Average 2010-2019

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 

BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 



 

 

 
EDEF I/2023 

  

Page: 2 (5) 

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA 
BASQUE STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

 
 
The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, which caused the 
deaths of 1,621 and 1,594 individuals respectively, which means that together they 
accounted for 51.8% of deaths. Diseases of the respiratory system were the third cause of 
death resulting in 543 deaths (8.7%). Diseases of the nervous system were the fourth cause 
of death with 404 deaths (6.5%). Diseases of the digestive system caused 303 deaths (4.9%). 
 
The cause of death continued to vary according to sex. Among men, tumours caused more 
deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst among women the main cause of death 
was diseases of the circulatory system, followed by tumours in second place.  
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Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2023 was negative, with a 
population decrease of 3,094. The population fell in all three provinces: by 1,701 people in 
Bizkaia, 1,084 in Gipuzkoa and 309 in Álava. 
 
 

There were 74 deaths as a result of COVID-19 in the first quarter of 2023 
 
COVID-19 caused a total of 74 deaths, all of which were from confirmed COVID-19, which 
was a 90.5% decrease. There were a further 24 deaths where COVID-19 was among the 
certified causes of death, but without being the main cause. 
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By province, the highest figure corresponded to Bizkaia, with 47, followed by Gipuzkoa with 
23 and Álava with 4. As regards the capitals, Bilbao stands out with 15 deaths caused by 
COVID-19, followed by San Sebastián with 3 and Vitoria-Gasteiz with 2. The municipality of 
Barakaldo had 6 deaths resulting from this cause. 
 
The number of deaths of women (38) exceeded those of men (36), while, by age, the most 
affected groups were those aged over 80 (57), followed by those aged 60-79 (16). 
 
The majority of these deaths due to COVID-19 occurred in Basque hospitals (82.4%), 
followed by at home (9.5%) and residential care homes (8.1%). 
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For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel.: 945 01 75 62 
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