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DEATH STATISTICS 1/2020

Deaths increased by 7.7% in the first quarter of
2020 in the Basque Country, primarily due to
COVID-19

90% of deaths due to COVID-19 occurred in elderly people aged over 70

In the first quarter of 2020 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 6,475,
7.7% down on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data.

Deaths increased in the three provinces, being particularly significant the increase in
Alava, where it reached 33.8%, 962 people. 3,549 people died in Bizkaia, an increase of
5.5%, and there were 1,964 deaths in Gipuzkoa, a rise of 1.9%. By sex, 3,216 men and
3,259 women died, which was an increase of 7% for men and 8.4% for women.

Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 13 corresponded to children under
1 year of age and 77 to centenarians.

The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, which caused
the deaths of 1,662 and 1,501 individuals, respectively, which means that together they
accounted for 48.9% of deaths. The third cause of death was respiratory diseases, which
resulted in 693 deaths (10.7%). COVID-19 was the fourth cause of death, with 500
cases.

Deaths caused by respiratory diseases fell by 17.3% in respect of the same quarter of
the previous year and increased by 44.7% in respect of the fourth quarter of 2019.

As regards deaths due to diseases of the nervous system, these totalled 394, which was
a rise of 10.1% in respect of the same quarter of the previous year and of 16.2% in
respect of the fourth quarter of 2019.

There were 247 deaths as a result of digestive diseases, 5.6% down on the same period
of the previous year.

The cause of death continued to vary according to sex. Among men, tumours caused
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst among women the main
cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours in second place.
Diseases of the respiratory system remained the third cause of death for both sexes.

Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2020 was negative, with

a population decrease of 2,752. The population decreased in the three provinces: by
1,687 people in Bizkaia, 699 in Gipuzkoa and 366 in Alava.

There were 500 deaths due to COVID-19 in the first quarter of 2020, all of
them in March
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The COVID-19 pandemic began in the first quarter of 2020 and the first deaths occurred
in March, a total of 500, classified into 2 groups: 427 confirmed COVID-19 deaths and
73 probable COVID-19 deaths; there were a further 17 deaths in which COVID-19 was
among the certified causes of death, but without being the main cause.

By province, the highest figure corresponded to Bizkaia, with 240, followed by Alava with
180 and Gipuzkoa with 80. As regards the capitals, Vitoria-Gasteiz stands out with 151
deaths caused by COVID-19, followed by Bilbao with 77 and Donostia/San Sebastian
with 17. Another municipality of note is Basuri, with 40 deaths.

The number of deaths of men (302) exceeded by over 50% that of women (198), while,
by age, the most affected groups were those aged 80-89 (219), followed by those aged
70-79 (112), 90-99 (107) and 60-69 (41), with very slight or null presence in the other
age groups.

The majority of these deaths occurred in Basque hospitals (79.8%), followed by
residential care homes (10.6%), at home (7.2%) or other locations (2.4%).

Deaths by COVID-19 according to province and municipality of
residence (>40,000 inhabitants)

COVID-19 COVID-19

Total
confirmed likely
Basque Country 500 427 73
Araba / Alava 180 165 15
Bizkaia 240 196 44
Gipuzkoa 80 66 14
Municipality of residence (>40,000 inhabitants)
Barakaldo 18 12 6
Basauri 40 34 6
Bilbao 77 64 13
Donostia/San Sebastian 17 11 6
Getxo 14 11 3
Irun 6 6 0
Portugalete 2 2 0
Errenteria 5 4 1
Santurtzi 9 8 1
Vitoria-Gasteiz 151 143 8

Source: Eustat. Death statistics

It is important to highlight that the increase in deaths observed in March 2020 compared
to the same month of 2019 (686 deaths) does not correspond in its entirety to deaths
due to COVID-19 (the aforementioned 500 deaths).
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Deaths by sex and cause of death (1)

Current quarter

EDEF 1/2020

Same quarter of the

Previous quarter previous year

DEATHS
Araba / Alava
Bizkaia
Gipuzkoa
Males
<1 year
1-19 year
20-39 year
40-59 year
60-79 year
80-99 year
> 100 year
Females
<1 year
1-19 year
20-39 year
40-59 year
60-79 year
80-99 year
> 100 year
CAUSE OF DEATH
TOTAL
Tumours
Circulatory system
Respiratory system
Nervous system
Digestive system
Other causes
MALES
Tumours
Circulatory system
Respiratory system
Nervous system
Digestive system
Other causes
FEMALES
Tumours
Circulatory system
Respiratory system
Nervous system
Digestive system
Other causes

1/2020
N. %
6.475 100,0
962 14,9
3.549 54,8
1.964 30,3
3.216 49,7
7 0,1
4 0,1
32 0,5
243 3,8
1.123 17,3
1.798 27,8
9 0,1
3.259 50,3
6 0,1
3 0,0
17 0,3
147 2,3
625 9,7
2.393 37,0
68 1,1
6.475 100
1.662 25,7
1.501 23,2
693 10,7
394 6,1
247 3,8
1.978 30,5
3.216 100
999 31,1
682 21,2
362 11,3
158 4,9
133 4,1
882 27,4
3.259 100
663 20,3
819 25,1
331 10,2
236 7,2
114 3,5
1.096 33,6

(IVv/2019) (1I/2019)
N. % N. %
5.520 100,0 6.011 100,0
715 13,0 719 12,0
3.031 54,9 3.365 56,0
1.774 32,1 1.927 32,1
2.754 49,9 3.005 50,0
3 0,1 13 0,2
1 0,0 9 0,1
27 0,5 23 0,4
253 4,6 257 4,3
1.017 18,4 1.047 17,4
1.437 26,0 1.636 27,2
16 0,3 20 0,3
2.766 50,1 3.006 50,0
4 0,1 4 0,1
5 0,1 4 0,1
7 0,1 14 0,2
119 2,2 132 2,2
527 9,5 490 8,2
2.038 36,9 2.284 38,0
66 1,2 78 1,3
5.520 100 6.011 100
1.634 29,6 1.617 26,9
1.496 27,1 1.549 25,8
479 8,7 838 13,9
339 6,1 358 6,0
256 4,6 234 3,9
1.316 23,8 1.415 23,5
2.754 100 3.005 100
965 35,0 968 32,2
688 25,0 750 25,0
271 9,8 428 14,2
155 5,6 131 4,4
126 4,6 122 4,1
549 19,9 606 20,2
2.766 100 3.006 100
669 24,2 649 21,6
808 29,2 799 26,6
208 7,5 410 13,6
184 6,7 227 7,6
130 4,7 112 3,7
767 27,7 809 26,9

(1) For the current quarter and the previous data are provisional
Source: Eustat. Death statistics
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Deaths of residents in the Basque Country. Monthly data
m Deaths = Trend
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Source: Eustat. Death statistics

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel: 945 01 75 62
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