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SURVEY ON TOURIST ESTABLISHMENTS. APARTMENTS. MAY 2018

Overnight stays in tourist apartments in the Basque
Country increased by 31.8% in May 2018

In hotels, rural accommodation and tourist apartments as a whole, there was a
11.5% increase in overnight stays in May

Overnight stays registered in tourist apartments of the Basque Country in May 2018 stood at
24,909, up 31.8% on those registered in May 2017, according to EUSTAT data.

There was a year-on-year upward trend in overnight stays in in the three provinces: in Alava they
increased by 38.6%, in Bizkaia they grew by 83.4% and in Gipuzkoa they were up by 0.3%.

On the other hand, there were 7,008 visitors registered in tourist apartments in the Basque
Country in May 2018, which was a rise of 13.7%. By province, the number of visitors was up
96.9% in Alava and 26.2% in Gipuzkoa, whereas there was a drop of 8.8% in Bizkaia.

Table 1.- Overnight stays, visitor numbers, average stay and bed
occupancy rates in hotel establishments in the Basque Country. May

2018
Overnight stays Visitors Average length
m/m-12 m/m-12

05/2018 (%) 05/2018 (%) 05/2018 05/2017
BASQUE COUNTRY 24.909 31,8 7.008 13,7 3,55 3,07
State 16.418 34,2 4.243 11,0 3,87 3,20
Foreigners 8.491 27,4 2.765 18,1 3,07 2,84
ARABA/ALAVA 6.947 38,6 1.266 96,9 5,49 7,80
State 5.926 42,8 1.138 102,6 5,21 7,39
Extranjeros 1.021 18,2 128 57,2 7,98 10,61
BIZKAIA 9.053 0,3 3.206 -8,8 2,82 2,57
State 5.224 -1,4 1.817 -14,4 2,88 2,50
Foreigners 3.828 2,7 1.389 -0,1 2,76 2,68
GIPUZKOA 8.909 83,4 2.536 26,2 3,51 2,42
State 5.268 89,0 1.288 13,1 4,09 2,45
Foreigners 3.641 75,8 1.248 43,4 2,92 2,38

Source: Eustat. Survey on tourist establishments
This May the average length of stay was 3.55 days, practically half a day above the average

length of stay of 3.07 days registered in May 2017. In Alava there was a decrease from 7.80 days
last year to 5.49 days in May of this year; in Bizkaia there was an increase from 2.57 days to 2.82
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days; and finally in Gipuzkoa, the average length of stay rose from 2.42 days in May 2017 to 3.51
days in May 2018.

Tourist balance for May 2018

In hotels, rural accommodation and apartments as a whole, there were 309,686 visitors in
May 2018, which was an increase of 7.6% with respect to the same month of the previous year.
46.4% of the total number of visitors to the Basque Country was concentrated in Bizkaia, and total
visitor numbers rose by 5.2%. In Gipuzkoa, which accumulated 39.2% of visitors to the Basque
Country, there was an increase of 10.3% and in Alava, with 14.4% of visitors, there was a rise of
8.5%.

Overnight stays in the total number of tourist establishments were up by 11.5%, with an increase
of 14.3% in Gipuzkoa, 9.9% in Alava and 9.6% in Bizkaia.

Table 2.- Overnight stays, visitor numbers,
average stay and occupancy rates in rural
accommodation in the Basque Country. May 2018

Overnight stays Visitors
m/m-12 m/m-12
05/2018 /(%) 05/2018 /(%)
BASQUE COUNTR 609.812 11,5 309.686 7,6
Araba/Alava 83.974 9,9  44.512 8,5
Bizkaia 279.998 9,6 143.814 5,2
Gipuzkoa 245.840 14,3 121.360 10,3

Source: Eustat. Survey on tourist establishments
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