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SURVEY ON THE STRUCTURE OF AGRICULTURAL FARMS 2016

The number of agricultural holdings in the
Basque Country fell by 1.7 % between 2013 and
2016

The percentage of women owners and heads of holdings increased by
5.1%, standing at 35.5% of the total

The number of agricultural holdings dropped by 1.7% in the period between 2013 and
2016, according to data prepared by EUSTAT. The total area also fell by 4.1% and the
utilised agricultural area (cultivated land and land used as permanent pastures) fell by
5.8%. Consequently, the ratio of utilised agricultural area to total area came to 70.8%
in 2016, 1.8% less than in 2013.

The average area per holding decreased by 2.4% to reach 16.0 hectares per holding,
a trend also seen in the average utilised agricultural area, or UAA per holding, which
went from 11.8 to 11.4 hectares.

In Spain as a whole the number of holdings also fell (-2.1%), with a lower drop
occurring in the total area and the utilised agricultural area (-0.1% and -0.3%
respectively). The average size of the holdings is noticeably greater, and they are
continuing to grow, going from 31.7 hectares (ha) in 2013 to 32.2 ha in 2016.

The fall in the utilised agricultural area (UAA) across the Basque Country overall is
mainly due to the fall in permanent pastures (-8.3%) and to a lesser degree in
cultivated land (-2.3%), particularly herbaceous and fallow land and orchards, down
2.3% and 5.4% respectively.

Table 1. Main results. Basque Country

2016 | 2013 |2016/2013
/o

Number of agricultural holdings 15.564| 15.835 -1,7

Total area (TA) (ha) 249.042| 259.797 -4,1

Used agricultural surface area (SAU) (ha) | 176.319| 187.251 -5,8

Tilled land (TL) 74.167 75.880 -2,3

- Herbaceous and fallow (*) 59.104 60.485 -2,3

- Fruits 1.420 1.501 -5,4

- Olive tree 183 167 9,4

- Vineyard 13.338 13.653 -2,3

- Other woody plants 122 73 66,5

Permanent grazin 102.148| 111.371 -8,3
Structural indicators

Average land area per holding (ha) 16,0 16,4 -2,4

Average UAA per holding (ha) 11,4 11,8 -3,8

Average number of cattle per holding 26,5 24,2 9,4

Average number of sheep per holding 53,7 57,3 -6,2

Average number of goats per holding 11,7 13,3 -11,9

Average number of pigs per holding 37,7 33,8 11,3

Average number of fowl per holding 272,2 251,9 8,1

(*) includes vegetable gardens

Source: Eustat. Survey on the structure of agricultural farms, 2016
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The average size of holdings increased in Gipuzkoa, whereas it fell in
Bizkaia and Alava

The evolution by province was not homogeneous. In Gipuzkoa there was a rise in the
total area (3.7%), however, the number of holdings decreased by 2.1%, with the
average size of holdings in 2016 being 14.4 ha, 6.0% higher than in 2013. In Bizkaia
the opposite occurred, the total area shrank by 0.3% and the number of holdings grew
by 2.6%. As a result agricultural holdings in Bizkaia reduced to 9.1 ha per holding,
being the smallest in the Autonomous Region. In Alava there was a decrease in both
the total area (-11.5%) and the number of holdings (-9.8%), with the result that the
average number of hectares per holding stood at 35.2 ha, 2% less than in 2013.

The utilised agricultural area (UAA) fell in the three provinces, by 7.2% in Alava, 5.7%
in Bizkaia and 2.9% in Gipuzkoa. This was mainly caused by the drops in permanent
pastures.

Permanent pastures accounted for 57.9% of the total UAA in the Basque Country in
2016. Herbaceous and fallow crops made up 33.5% of the total and vines 7.6%.
Orchards, olive groves and other woody crops accounted for the remaining 1%.

By province, two different models can be identified. On the one hand Alava, where
herbaceous and fallow crops accounted for 58.5% of the UAA, followed by permanent
pastures (28.1%) and vines (13.1%). However, in the other two provinces there was a
prevalence of permanent pastures. In the case of Gipuzkoa, they accounted for 94.7%
of the area, followed by herbaceous and fallow crops with 2.1% and orchards with
1.8% of its UAA. Permanent pastures accounted for 91.7% of the utilised agricultural
area in Bizkaia, herbaceous and fallow crops 6% and orchards 1.4%.

Table 2. Total area, utilised agricultural area and type of holding

Basque Country Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Average Average Average Average
Exp. Ha. nu;; bpeerrOf Exp. Ha. nul.:l; b:;rOf Exp. Ha. nul.l:; bpe;_Of Exp. Ha. nu:; b:;rOf

holding holding holding holding
Total area (TA) (ha) 15.564 249.042 16,0 2.947 103.839 35,2| 6.906 62.947 9,1| 5.712 82.257 14,4

Used agricultural surface area

(SAU) (ha) 15.539 176.319 11,3| 2.940 95.588 32,5/ 6.890 37.661 5,5/ 5.710 43.070 7,5
Tilled land (TL) 12.800 74.167 5,8/ 2.530 68.764 27,2 5.375 3.115 0,6/ 4.896 2.288 0,5
- Herbaceous and fallow (*) 11.481 59.104 5,1 1.720 55.931 32,5/ 5.061 2.253 0,4| 4.700 920 0,2
- Fruits 3.810 1.420 0,4 194 103 0,5/ 1.820 529 0,3| 1.796 788 0,4
- Olive tree 296 183 0,6 270 179 0,7 15 0 0,0 12 3 0,3
- Vineyard 1.391 13.338 9,6 959 12.493 13,0 329 301 0,9 103 544 5,3
- Other woody plants 46 122 2,7 28 57 2,1 12 32 2,6 6 32 5,6
Permanent grazin 13.492 102.148 7,6| 1.277 26.822 21,0/ 6.637 34.545 5,2 5.578 40.782 7.3
Other land 10.754 75.418 7,0/ 1.119 8.244 7,4 4.529 27.061 6,0/ 5.105 40.113 7,9

(*) includes vegetable gardens

Source: Eustat. Survey on the structure of agricultural farms, 2016

The number of cattle per holding increased by 9%

The number of livestock holdings in the Basque Country showed different trends
according to the type of livestock. There was a decrease in pig (-11.5%), cattle (-6.9%)
and poultry (-5.2%) holdings, whereas goat holdings increased by 15.8% and sheep
holdings remained at 0.6%. The average size of pig (37.7 animals), cattle (26.5
animals) and poultry (272.2 birds) holdings increased by 11.3%, 9.4% and 8.1%,
respectively. For their part, the average size of sheep (53.7 animals) and goat (11.7
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animals) holdings has decreased by 6.2% in the case of sheep holdings and 11.9% for
goat holdings

The highest number of animals in all species was in livestock holdings in
Alava

If we analyse the different livestock species in 2016, we see an almost equal
distribution of the more than 130 thousand head of cattle over the three provinces.
Gipuzkoa with 37.2%, Bizkaia with 32.0% and Alava with the remaining 30.8%.

Of the 245 thousand head of sheep, Gipuzkoa accounted for 55.4%, with the rest
divided between Alava (23.2%) and Bizkaia (21.4%). The distribution of goat herds
was Biscay (51.7%), Gipuzkoa (35.6%) and Alava (12.6%). Alava, with 76.9%, had the
highest number of pigs, followed by Gipuzkoa, with 14.5%, and Bizkaia, with 8.6%.
Bizkaia stands out in terms of poultry numbers with 48.7%, followed by Gipuzkoa with
33.9% and Alava with 17.3%.

Regarding the size of the holdings, each province had a very different structure:
holdings in Alava had the greatest number of animals of each species, whereas in
Gipuzkoa and Bizkaia the holdings were smaller. The evolution in relation to 2013 was
uneven. In the case of Alava, it is worth noting the increase in the size of livestock
holdings of each species, except goats. In Gipuzkoa there was an increase in the
number of animals per holding in cattle, goat and pig holdings, whereas Bizkaia only
saw an increase in respect of cattle and poultry holdings.

Table 3. Livestock. Number of holdings and livestock of the main
species

Basque Country | Araba/Alava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa
Exp. Heads Exp. Heads Exp. Heads Exp. Heads

Heads of bovines| 4917  130.403| 614 40.110| 1.917 41.672| 2387 48.620
Ovines 4,563  245.044| 361 56.905| 1.821 52.352| 2381 135.788
Caprines 2.037 23.893| 197 3.018| 1.195 12.361| 645 8.514
Porcines 496 18.688 25 14.370| 273 1.615/ 198 2.703
Birds 5.931 1.614.330| 443  279.453| 2.361  786.948| 3128 547.930

Source: Eustat. Survey on the structure of agricultural farms. 2016

Women owners increased by 0.2%, whereas male owners fell by 3.0%

Women represented 38.2% of the owners of agricultural holdings in the Basque
Country. Bizkaia stood out with 41.4% of women owners. 60% of those who owned
holdings were over 60 years of age 35.5% of owners and heads of holdings were
women, which represents a 5.1% rise compared to 2013, reaching 35.5% of the total.
By contrast male heads of holdings fell by 3.6%.
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Table 4. Owner and head of the exploitation of the
Basque Country by province and age group according to
sex. 2016

Owner Head of the exploitation

Total | Men Women | Total Men | Women
Basque Country | 14.580 9.012 5.568 12.754| 8.232 4.522
< 30 years old 125 88 37 125 88 37
30 - 49 2.486 1.752 734 2.281 1.640 641
50 - 64 6.084 4.073 2.011 5.608 3.913 1.695
> 64 years old 5.885 3.100 2.785 4.740 2.591 2.149
Araba/Alava 2.304 1.575 729 2.018 1.489 528
Bizkaia 6.744 3.952 2.793 5.836 3.545 2.290
Gipuzkoa 5.532 3.486 2.046 4.901 3.198 1.703

Source: Eustat. Survey on the structure of agricultural farms. 2016

Methodological note:

These data refer to the agricultural year from 1 October 2015 to 30 September 2016,
with the exception of livestock data for which the reference date is 30 September 2016.

An agricultural holding is considered to be located in the municipality where the largest
part of the land is found, or, in the event of doubt, where the sole or main building of
the holding is situated.

The research units are the agricultural holdings that meet some of these conditions:
have a Utilised Agricultural Area (UAA) of at least 1 ha; have at least 0.2 ha dedicated
to vegetables and flowers, greenhouse crops, irrigated orchards or nurseries; have at
least 0.1 ha dedicated to greenhouse vegetables, flowers or ornamental plants; have
at least 0.5 ha dedicated to tobacco, hops or cotton; in the case of livestock holdings,
have a certain economic significance.

This survey was performed in collaboration with the Spanish National Statistics
Institute (INE) in the Basque Country.

For further information:

Eustat - Euskal Estatistika Erakundea / Basque Statistics Institute
C/ Donostia-San Sebastian, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz

Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel: 945 01 75 62
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