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The turnover figure for industry in the Basque 

Country grew by 2.6% in 2014 
 
 

43.2% of sales in the manufacturing industry were made abroad, more than 10 
points above the percentage for 2008 
 
The net turnover figure for the industrial sector of the Basque country registered nominal 
growth of 2.6% in 2014, according to data provided by Eustat. The industrial sector has 
thereby inverted the trend of the two preceding years and has returned to positive growth. 
 
Gross Added Value at factor cost also saw an upward trend, with 1.2% growth. Furthermore, 
the number of people in work was 192,387, which is 1.7% down on the previous year. As a 
result, the productivity of Basque industry, measured as value added per person in work, 
was €68,100 in 2014, 2.9% than in the previous year. 
 
Investment decreased by 36.2%, after a strong boost in 2013. 
 

2014 2013 D %

Employees NU         192.387 195.633 -1,7

Net amount of the turnover 55.865.644 54.443.484 2,6

Supplies 34.993.118 33.861.923 3,3

External services 7.562.684 7.596.364 -0,4

Personnel costs 8.386.566 8.467.282 -1,0

Gross added value at factor costs 13.101.641 12.950.224 1,2

Investment 1.712.525 2.682.959 -36,2

Source: Eustat. Industrial statistics

Main industry variable. Basque Country. Current prices (thousands €)

 
 

Within the various sections of Industry and Energy, Manufacturing Industry stood out, 
accounting for 95% of total people employed and 84% of the turnover figure and total added 
value. The second largest section in terms of number of people employed is Water Supply 
and Sanitation, which employed 6,243 people, or 3% of total employment, and accounted for 
2% of turnover. This is followed by Electricity, Gas & Steam which, although it only employed 
1% of the total, it accounted for 14% of turnover and created 12% of value added. Finally, 
Extraction Industries reached a turnover of 273 million euros with 459 jobs. 
 
Within Manufacturing Industry, and due its weight in the Basque industrial sector, the upward 
trends in the branches of Metallurgy & Metal Products (1.3%), Machinery & Equipment 
(4.5%) and Transport Material (2.4%) were notable. On the other hand, the branches that 
saw the greatest decreases in turnover in 2014 were Electrical Material & Equipment  
(-16.1%), Textile, Garments, Leather & Footwear (-14.9%) and Pharmaceutical Products  
(-11.4%). 
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Employed 

personnel 

Amount of 

the 

turnover 

Employee 

Costs 

Gross added 

value at factor 

costs 

Industria y Energía 192.387 55.865.644 8.386.566 13.101.641

  Mining and quarrying 459 273.152 23.200 46.351

  Manufacturing 183.390 46.801.305 7.934.907 11.017.669

  Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 2.295 7.709.450 181.627 1.578.663

  Water supply and sewerage 6.243 1.081.737 246.832 458.958

Source: Eustat. Industrial statistics

Table 2. Sections of activity. Basque Country. Current prices. Thousands €. 2014

 
 

Regarding destination of sales, the Basque Manufacturing Industry made 43,2% of its 
sales abroad, 1.4 percentage points more than in 2013 and 10.2 points more than at the 
beginning of the crisis, in 2008. The repositioning that the manufacturing industry sector has 
had to undergo towards external markets as alternatives to the internal market, and 
particularly that of the Rest of Spain, is clear. Out of the total sales, just over 26% was to the 
European Union while 17% was to the Rest of the World. Sales to the Rest of Spain, on the 
other hand, fell by almost one percentage point with respect to 2013 and almost nine points 
with respect to 2008, accounting for 27.9% of the total for 2014. Finally, the internal market 
(the Basque Country) took 28.8% of the total sold, half a percentage point less than in 2013 
and one and a half points less than in 2008. 
 

On a sectoral basis, the inclination towards exports is significant in the sectors of Transport 
Material and Machinery & Equipment, with 75% and 61% of their respective sales being 
made abroad in 2014. The trend in the Electrical Material & Equipment sector is also 
notable, which went from exporting 25% in 2008 to 49% in 2014. 
 
Spanish industry made 36% of its total manufacturing sales abroad in 2014, seven 
percentage points less than Basque industry. 
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MANUFAKTURA-INDUSTRIA     46.801.305

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY     46.801.305

03 - Food industry, beverages, tobacco products      4.401.178

04 - Textiles, clothing, leather and footwear     270.399

05 - Timber, paperand printing and reproduction   2.108.680

06 - Manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products     6.688.453

07 - Chemical industry     1.227.721

08 - Pharmaceutical products     185.837

09 - Rubber and plastic     4.002.719

10 - Metallurgy and metal products     13.882.347

11 - Computer products & electronics     795.223

12 - Manufacture of electrical equipment     2.025.256

13 - Machinery and equipment     4.375.289

14 - Transport material     5.561.237

Basque Country Rest of the state Abroad

Source: Eustat. Industrial statistics

Gráfico 1. Destination of manufacturing industry sales. Basque Country. Current prices. 
Thousands € and %.  2014

Turnover
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As regards productivity, the branches with the most productivity within Industry and Energy 
in 2014 were, excluding the Electricity, Gas & Steam sector with a value of 688 thousand 
euros per person, Pharmaceutical Products and Extraction Industries, both with amounts 
above a hundred thousand euros, specifically 116 thousand in the case of pharmaceutical 
industry and 101 thousand in extraction industry. Those with the lowest were the sectors of 
Coke Plants & Oil Refining (20 thousand euros) and Textile, Garments, Leather & Footwear 
(40 thousand euros). The Manufacturing Industry average was 60,078 euros and the total for 
Industry and Energy was 68,100 euros. 
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Source: Eustat. Industrial statistics

Gráfico 2. Productivity by sector. Basque Country. Current prices. €.  2014

 
 

On a provincial basis, growth in turnover was very even, as Álava grew by 2.7%, Gipuzkoa 
by 2.6% and Bizkaia by 2.5%. With regards to variations in employment, although the three 
provinces saw downward trends, it was sharpest in the case of Álava with a 2.2% drop, and 
there were decreases of 1.9% in Bizkaia and 1.2% in Gipuzkoa. Value Added, for its part, 
rose in the provinces of Álava (2.5%) and Bizkaia (1.6%), whereas it remained practically the 
same in Gipuzkoa (-0.1%). 
 
 
For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal  Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto  Vasco de Estadística  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.es Tel: 945 01 75 62  
Further press releases on industrial statistics of the Basque Country  
Industrial statistics of  he Basque Country databank  
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