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SURVEY ON TRADE AND REPAIRS 2013 

 

The turnover figure for the trade and repairs sector 

fell by 1.3% in 2013 
 

The sector employed more than 130,000 people and microenterprises (fewer 
than 10 employees) comprised 95.5% of establishments 
 
The trade and repairs sector had a turnover of 30 billion 503 million euros in 2013, which 
was 1.3% less than in 2012, according to data prepared by EUSTAT. Overall, there was a 
net loss of 316 establishments, or 0.7%, leaving 42,505. Employment was also reduced by 
1,775 people, representing a fall of 1.3%. Nevertheless the sector employed 130,057 people 
in 2013, 13.4% of the total economy. 
 
The three activity branches that comprise this sector showed different trends in 2013. The 
wholesale trade division, the largest in terms of turnover, 52.2% of the total, registered the 
worst results, with a drop of 2.3% in turnover and of 3% in employment. The Sale and Repair 
of vehicles, which represents 8% of total turnover, also developed negatively, with a slightly 
greater fall in turnover (-1.2%) than the sector as a whole, but with a better result in 
employment (-2.6). Retail trade, on the other hand, posted a slight increase in sales (0.1%), 
although the result of the financial year saw a significant downturn. The number of people 
employed in retail trade also fell (-0.2%), but to lesser extent than in the rest of the sector. 
 

Commerce 

and upkeep
D% 

Sale and 

repairs of 

vehicles

D% 
Wholesaler 

commerce
D% 

Retailer 

commerce
D% 

Personnel employed (number) 130.057 -1,3 12.271 -2,6 40.314 -3,0 77.472 -0,2

Turnover 30.502.848 -1,3 2.431.858 -1,2 15.922.991 -2,3 12.147.999 0,1

Supplies 22.781.030 -0,7 1.804.365 1,1 12.396.610 -2,0 8.580.055 0,9

Expenditures on personnel 3.503.594 -2,7 391.236 -3,7 1.437.248 -4,8 1.675.110 -0,5

Profit for the year 556.455 -17,5 8.849 -39,4 384.860 -7,3 162.746 -33,6

Gross earnings against sales % (*) 24,2 -0,4 16,4 -1,5 21,2 -0,2 29,1 -0,6

(*) Difference in percentage points

Source: Eustat.  Survey on trade and repairs

Table 1. Main variables by sector. Thousands €. 2013

 
 
All of the sector saw trade margins fall in 2013, but again there were differences between 
divisions. Overall the trade margin on sales was down by less than half a point on the 
previous year, standing at 24.2%. The branch where the trade margin fell most drastically 
was in sales and repair, which dropped by 1.5 points compared to 2012, standing at 16.4%; 
the margin in wholesale trade was only down by 0.2%, reaching 21.2%; whilst in retail trade 
it stood at 29.1%, despite having lost more than half a percentage point with respect to 
2012. 
  
At a more disaggregated level, in the sales and repair of motor vehicles division, there was a 
notable increase of 1.6% in the turnover of maintenance and repair of vehicles, although its 
employment fell by 1.9%. The activity group sales of motor vehicles, which accounts for 57% 
of this division's turnover figure, lost 1.6% of its turnover and 4.4% of employment. 
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Sale of motor vehicles

Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles

Sale of motor vehicle parts and accessories

Sale, maintenance and repair of motorcycles

Other specialised wholesale

Wholesale trade in food, drink and tabacco products

Wholesale of household goods

Wholesale of other machinery, equipment and supplies

Wholesale of information and communication equipment

Trade intermediaries

Wholesale trade in agricultural raw materials and livestock

Non-specialised wholesale trade

Retail trade in specialised establishments

Retail sale of other goods in specialised stores

Retail sale of food, beverages and tobacco in specialised stores

Retail sale of other household equipment

Retail sale of automotive fuel

Retail sale of cultural and recreation goods

Retail sale of information and communication equipment

Retail trade not in establishments or in markets

Retail sale via stalls and markets

Graph 1. Distribution of the Turnover of the Trade and Repairs sector by branches of 
activity (millions of €). Year 2013

Source: Eustat. Survey on trade and repairs
 

 
In the wholesale trade sector all groups posted negative year-on-year performances both in 
turnover and in employment, except for the wholesale of ICT equipment where turnover was 
up by 31%. The groups with the most weight both in employment and in turnover were other 
specialised wholesale trade

1
 and food, beverages and tobacco. The turnover of the former 

decreased by 3.5%, and the latter by 2.2%. Regarding employment, other specialised 
wholesale trade lost 4.9% of its jobs and 0.9% in the case of wholesale of food, beverages 
and tobacco. 
 
In the Retail Trade division the fall in employment was the lowest, 0.2%, and five of its 
groups even saw an upturn in the number of people employed. That was the case in the 
activity group Retail Trade in non-specialised establishments

2
, the largest both in 

employment and in turnover. Its employment grew by 1.3% and there was also growth in its 
turnover, although to a lesser degree, 0.4%. However, Retail Trade in specialised 
establishments

3
, with slightly less weight than the former, posted a negative year-on-year 

performance, with its turnover dropping by 2.6% and its employment by 2.4%. 
 

                                                           
1
 Includes the wholesale of fuel, metals, construction materials, ironmongery, plumbing, chemical products, other 

semi-finished products, scrap and others. 
2
 Includes large stores and warehouses, amongst others. 

3
 Includes retail trade in clothes, footwear, pharmaceutical, medical, orthopaedic, cosmetic and hygiene products, 

watches and jewellery items and others. 
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By province, the three provinces posted a negative performance, both in turnover and in 
employment for the sector as a whole in 2013. In turnover, Álava, with 16.2% of sales in the 
Basque Country, saw its sales fall by 1.7% and its employment by 1.5% in 2013. Bizkaia 
accounted for 52.4% of total sales, and employment fell by 1.6%, turnover by 1.2%. The 
trade and repairs sector in Gipuzkoa had a turnover of 1.2% less than in 2012, with sales 
representing 31.4% of the total, and employment was down by 0.9%.  
 

Basque 

Country
D% Araba/Álava D% Bizkaia D% Gipuzkoa D% 

Personnel employed (number) 130.057 -1,3 18.768 -1,5 68.769 -1,6 42.520 -0,9

Turnover 30.502.848 -1,3 4.945.603 -1,7 15.990.398 -1,2 9.566.847 -1,2

Supplies 22.781.030 -0,7 3.720.679 -1,3 11.965.103 -0,4 7.095.248 -0,8

Expenditures on personnel 3.503.594 -2,7 525.248 -3,2 1.821.122 -2,9 1.157.224 -2,1

Profit for the year 556.455 -17,5 108.509 7,1 240.620 -30,4 207.326 -9,0

Gross earnings against sales % (*) 24,2 -0,4 23,8 -0,2 24,0 -0,6 24,7 -0,1

(*) Difference in percentage points

Source: Eustat.  Survey on trade and repairs

Table 2. Main variables by province. Thousands €. 2013

 
 
An analysis according to the size of establishments in the trade and repairs sector revealed 
that microenterprises (with fewer than 10 people employed) comprised 95.5% of 
establishments and generated 51.1% of total turnover with 61.8% of the employed 
personnel. Small companies (with 10 to 49 people employed) represented 4.2% of 
establishments with 25.9% of employment, and 35.7% of the turnover. Finally, companies 
with 50 or more employees (medium and large companies) invoiced 13.2% of total turnover, 
provided employment to 12.3% of people in work and represented 0.3% of all 
establishments. 
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