
Page: 1(4) 

Press Release 17/04/2015 
 

SURVEY ON THE  POPULATION IN RELATION TO ACTIVITY. I/2015 

 
 

The population in work rose by 0.4% and the 

unemployment rate stood at 14.8% in the first quarter of 

2015 in the Basque Country 
 

The activity rate rose by a tenth of a percent and stood at 57.6% 
 
The data from the labour market in the Basque Country from the first quarter of 2015 showed a 
figure of 894,100 individuals in work, which is a net decrease of 3,900 compared with the previous 
quarter (-0.4%), according to Eustat data. Furthermore, the active population, standing at 
1,048,900 people, fell by 1,400 people in relation to the previous period (-0.1%). These trends 
meant that the unemployment rate of the Basque Country reached 14.8%, 0.3 percentage points 
up on the fourth quarter of 2014. 
 
Also as a result of the change in the working and unemployed population, the activity rate was 
57.6% in the first quarter of 2015, 0.1 percentage points above that of the previous quarter. 
 
As far as gender was concerned, the fall in employment affected men, with 7,200 fewer in work 
than in the previous quarter, whilst the number of women in work increased by 3,300. By province, 
the number of individuals in work decreased by 2,500 in Gipuzkoa, by 1,200 in Bizkaia and by 100 
in Álava. 
 

The working population fell in all sectors, except for the primary sector 
 
The working population was down by 2,700 in the services sector, by 1,800 in industry and by 100 
in construction, whilst in the primary sector it rose by 700. 
 
The employment rate, calculated as the percentage of people in work aged 16 to 64 over the total 
for these ages, remained at 64.8%, identical to the previous quarter. This figure reached 67.8% for 
men and 61.7% for women. 
 
By province, the highest employment rate turned out to be that of Gipuzkoa, with 67.6% and an 
decrease of 0.3 percentage points compared to the previous quarter; this was followed by Álava, 
with a rate of 66.3% and an increase of 0.7 points; lastly, Bizkaia had the lowest rate, with 62.6% 
and an decrease of one percentage point in the last quarter. 
 
The number of salaried individuals with a permanent contract grew by 2,100 to reach 526,900, 
whilst the number of people on a temporary contract or without a contract decreased by 5,200, 
bringing this total for this group to 184,100. 
 
 

In 5.7% of households all active individuals were unemployed 
 
In the first quarter of 2015 it was estimated that there were 864,800 households in the Basque 
Country (8,100 more than the previous quarter) a third of which did not have any active individuals. 
In just over half of households, all of the active individuals were in work, 200 families less than the 
previous quarter; furthermore, households where all active individuals were unemployed stood at 
49,000 (5.7% of the total), 700 more than in the fourth quarter of 2014. 
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The first quarter of 2015 posted an unemployment rate of 14.8% 
 
The unemployed population in the Basque country, that is, individuals who are available for work, 
actively making enquiries and seeking employment, was estimated to be 154,800 in the first 
quarter of the year, 2,500 up on the previous quarter. The number of unemployed men, 83,500 
individuals, was up by 4,300, whilst the number of unemployed women fell by 2,000, reaching a 
total of 71,200 for the quarter. 
 
The data for the first quarter of 2015 revealed an unemployment rate of 14.8%, three tenths of a 
percent higher that of the previous quarter, but seven tenths of a percent lower than the first 
quarter of 2014. The male unemployment rate rose to 15.1% (0.9 percentage points up) and the 
female rate was down 0.4 points, standing at 14.4%. The youth unemployment rate continued to 
be the highest, and stood at 38.8%, affecting 18,500 active young people between the ages of 16 
and 24. 
 
By province, the number of unemployed individuals was up by a 3,600 in Bizkaia and the 
unemployment rate stood at 16.3%. On the other hand, in Gipuzkoa unemployment fell by two 
hundred and the unemployment rate remained at 12.1% and in Álava there were a thousand fewer 
unemployed individuals and the unemployment rate stood at 15.3%. 
 
According to EUROSTAT, the Statistical Office of the European Union, in February 2015 the 
unemployment rate of the European Union-28 stood at 9.8% and that of Spain stood at 23.2%. 
 

Year-on-year evolution of the work market 
 
If the data of the first quarter of 2015 are compared to those of the first quarter of 2014, we see 
that the population in work rose by 7,800, the number of unemployed fell by 8,000 and the 
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unemployment rate dropped from 15.5% in the first quarter of 2014 to 14.8% in the first quarter of 
2015. 

Population in relation to Activity in the Basque Country. I/2015

1st quarter 

2015

4th quarter 

2014

Thousand Thousand Thousand %

POPULATION AGED 16                             

AND OVER 1.822,1 1.827,8 -5,7 - 0,3

ACTIVE POPULATION 1.048,9 1.050,3 -1,4 -0,1

Males 553,2 556,1 -2,9 -0,5

Females 495,6 494,3 +1,3 +0,3

Araba/Álava 161,0 162,2 -1,2 -0,7

Bizkaia 545,2 542,8 +2,4 +0,4

Gipuzkoa 342,7 345,4 -2,7 -0,8

EMPLOYED POPULATION 894,1 898,0 -3,9 -0,4

Males 469,7 476,9 -7,2 -1,5

Females 424,4 421,1 +3,3 +0,8

Araba/Álava 136,4 136,5 -0,1 -0,1

Bizkaia 456,5 457,7 -1,2 -0,3

Gipuzkoa 301,2 303,7 -2,5 -0,8

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 10,5 9,8 +0,7 +7,1

Industry 192,0 193,8 -1,8 -0,9

Construction 46,0 46,1 -0,1 -0,2

Services 645,6 648,3 -2,7 -0,4

Wage earners 711,0 714,1 -3,1 -0,4

- With permanent contract 526,9 524,8 +2,1 +0,4

 - With temporary contract and 

without contract 184,1 189,3 -5,2 -2,7

Non-wage earners 183,1 183,9 -0,8 -0,4

UNEMPLOYED POPULATION 154,8 152,3 +2,5 +1,6

Males 83,5 79,2 +4,3 +5,4

Females 71,2 73,2 -2,0 -2,7

16 - 24 18,5 17,3 +1,2 +6,9

25 - 44 88,6 89,6 -1,0 -1,1

45 and over 47,6 45,4 +2,2 +4,8

Araba/Álava 24,6 25,6 -1,0 -3,9

Bizkaia 88,6 85,0 +3,6 +4,2

Gipuzkoa 41,5 41,7 -0,2 -0,5

INACTIVE POPULATION 773,3 777,5 -4,2 -0,5

HOUSEHOLDS 864,8 856,7 +8,1 +0,9

Households with 1 or more active 593,0 589,9 +3,1 +0,5

- All employed 467,9 468,1 -0,2 -0,0

- All unemployed 49,0 48,3 +0,7 +1,4

Households without active members 271,8 266,8 +5,0 +1,9

Source: Eustat. Survey on the population in relation to activity (PRA)

Variation over 

previous quarter
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Población en relación con la actividad. Principales tasas. I/2015

1er  trimestre  

de 2015

4o  trimestre  

de 2014

Variación sobre  

trimestre anterior 

(p.p.*)

TASA DE ACTIVIDAD 57,6 57,5 +0,1

Hombres 62,9 63,1 -0,2

Mujeres 52,6 52,3 +0,3

Araba/Álava 60,4 60,5 -0,1

Bizkaia 56,3 55,9 +0,4

Gipuzkoa 58,3 58,7 -0,4

TASA DE OCUPACIÓN (de 16 a 64 años) 64,8 64,8 +0,0

Hombres 67,8 68,6 -0,8

Mujeres 61,7 61,0 +0,7

Araba/Álava 66,3 65,6 +0,7

Bizkaia 62,6 62,7 -0,1

Gipuzkoa 67,6 67,9 -0,3

TASA DE PARO 14,8 14,5 +0,3

Hombres 15,1 14,2 +0,9

Mujeres 14,4 14,8 -0,4

16 - 24 38,8 40,1 -1,3

25 - 44 16,4 16,3 +0,1

45  y más 10,3 9,9 +0,4

Araba/Álava 15,3 15,8 -0,5

Bizkaia 16,3 15,7 +0,6

Gipuzkoa 12,1 12,1 +0,0

TASA DE INACTIVIDAD 42,4 42,5 -0,1

*p.p = Diferencia en puntos porcentuales

Fuente: Eustat. Encuesta de población en relación con la actividad (PRA)  
 
 
For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal  Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto  Vasco de Estadística  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Press Service: servicioprensa@eustat.eus Tlf: 945 01 75 62 
Further press releases on  survey on the population in relation to activity in the Basque Country (PRA)  
Databank on  survey on the population in relation to activity in the Basque Country (PRA)  
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