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MORTALITY STATISTICS  OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY (EDEF) I/ 2014 

 
 

Deaths rose by 7.3% in the first quarter of 2014 
 
 

The increase reached 12.9% in Bizkaia and was 0.3% in Gipuzkoa 
 
In the first quarter of 2014 the number of deaths in the Basque Country stood at 5,450, 
7.3% up on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. By 
province, in Álava 646 individuals died, an increase of 2.9%; 3,053 in Bizkaia (12.9%) 
and 1,751 in Gipuzkoa (0.3%). By sex, 2,757 men and 2,693 women died, which 
translate as increases of 6.7% and 7.9%, respectively. 
 
The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, which 
caused the deaths of 1,567 and 1,556 individuals, respectively, which mean that 
together they accounted for 57.3% of deaths. 
 
As a third cause of death were respiratory diseases, which caused 611 deaths, 
(11.2%), and fourth place was occupied by diseases of the digestive system, which in 
the months of January, February and March caused 241 deaths (4.4%). 
 
 

Deaths by diseases of the respiratory system increased by 4.6% 
 
The winter months are traditionally characterised for being those that account for the 
greatest number of deaths, with respiratory diseases normally registering the greatest 
increases compared to the other quarters. During the first quarter of 2014, 611 
individuals died from these illnesses, 4.6% up on the same quarter of the previous year 
(584 deaths), and 28.1% up on the fourth quarter of 2013 (477 deaths).  
 
The cause of death continued to vary according to sex. Amongst men, tumours caused 
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst women the order 
was inversed: the main cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by 
tumours in second place. Diseases of the respiratory system remained the third cause 
of death for both sexes. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in this first quarter, 11 corresponded to children 
under 1 year of age - 7 girls and 4 boys. 
 
Population growth in the Basque Country in the first quarter of 2014 was negative, with 
a population decrease of 742. Álava was the only province to experience an increase, 
growing by 157 inhabitants. In Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa the population was down given 
that the number of deaths exceeded the number of births by 690 and 209, respectively. 
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Previous quarter

Same quarter of the 

previous year

(4th quarter 2013) (1st quarter 2013)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.450 100,0 4.951 100,0 5.079 100,0

Males 2.757 50,6 2.546 51,4 2.583 50,9

Females 2.693 49,4 2.405 48,6 2.496 49,1

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.450 100 4.951 100 5.079 100

Tumours 1.567 28,8 1.554 31,4 1.469 28,9

Circulatory system 1.556 28,6 1.351 27,3 1.445 28,5

Respiratory system 611 11,2 477 9,6 584 11,5

Digestive system 241 4,4 235 4,7 220 4,3

External causes 150 2,8 160 3,2 173 3,4

Other diseases 1.325 24,3 1.174 23,7 1.188 23,4

MALES 2.757 100 2.546 100 2.583 100

Tumours 956 34,7 955 37,5 907 35,1

Circulatory system 754 27,3 644 25,3 704 27,3

Respiratory system 321 11,6 256 10,1 297 11,5

Digestive system 113 4,1 111 4,4 124 4,8

External causes 87 3,2 102 4,0 99 3,8

Other diseases 526 19,1 478 18,8 452 17,5

FEMALES 2.693 100 2.405 100 2.496 100

Tumours 611 22,7 599 24,9 562 22,5

Circulatory system 802 29,8 707 29,4 741 29,7

Respiratory system 290 10,8 221 9,2 287 11,5

Digestive system 128 4,8 124 5,2 96 3,8

External causes 63 2,3 58 2,4 74 3,0

Other diseases 799 29,7 696 28,9 736 29,5

Source: Eustat. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly

comparison

1st quarter 2014
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