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PUBLIC EDUCATION EXPENDITURE AND FINANCING STATISTICS IN THE BASQUE COUNTRY 2012 

 
 

Expenditure on education in public education centres 
decreased by 7.8% between 2009 and 2012 

 

Expenditure was 5,109 euros per pupil and 96,181 euros per unit 
 
Expenditure on education in public education centres stood at 1.558 billion euros, falling 7.8% with 
respect to 2009, according to EUSTAT data. When expenditure on complementary activities and 
services and capital expenditure is added, the total expenditure came to 1.854 billion euros and 
accounted for 2.9% of GDP in 2012. 
 
The largest part of the expenditure in public centres, 92%, was used to defray current activities, 
and the remaining 8% was spent on investments. For its part, 91.4% of the 1.705 billion euros in 
current expenditure went on education, 0.8% on additional activities and 7.8% on complementary 
services mainly focused on school meals and transport. Within the section dedicated to teaching, 
the most relevant chapter was that of personnel expenditure, which accounted for 89% of spending 
in this area. 
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Graph 1. Evolution of total expenditure per education level (thousands of €)

Source: Eustat. Education expenditure and financing statistics 
 

 
According to education type, centres teaching pre-university level accounted for 72% of total 
expenditure, whilst university accounted for 24%, and specialised education centres the remaining 
4%.  
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On the other hand, regarding education expenditure, the negative growth was greater per pupil  
(-13.9%) than per school unit (-8.9%). 
 
Spending on education per school unit in public centres stood at 84,680 euros for infant 
education, whilst 79.251 euros were spent on primary education. In middle education, 120,404 
euros were spent on Compulsory Secondary Education (E.S.O.), 169,658 euros on the 
Baccalaureate, and 160,019 and 136,346 euros were spent on Intermediate and Higher Grade 
Professional Training, respectively. 
 
Expenditure on education per student stood at 5,335 euros for infant education, whilst for 
primary education this figure was 6,037 euros. With respect to middle education, this figure stood 
at 7,586 for E.S.O., 6,740 for Baccalaureate, and 10,226 and 7,770 euros were spent per student 
on Intermediate and Higher Grade Professional Training, respectively. In specialised education 
(languages, music, dance, arts and trades), 1,281 euros were spent per pupil, with this figure 
standing at 6,739 for university education. 
 
The total income for public centres stood at 1.861 billion euros, with 94% corresponding to current 
income and 6% to capital income. The main components of current income were public subsidies, 
which accounted for 91.8% of the total. 7.3% of current income came from private sources, mainly 
through education fees (3%) and through additional activities and services (3.9%). 
 

Table 1.- Summary of the evolution of the main variables

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2012

 Variation  

2012/2009

Total expenditure (millions €) 1.178 1.288 1.482 1.689 2.040 1.854 -9,8

Expenditure on education (millions €) 1.028 1.114 1.261 1.456 1.689 1.558 -7,8

Expenditure on education per pupil (€) 3.939 4.207 4.539 5.185 5.927 5.109 -13,9

Expenditure on education per unit (€) 79.617 83.704 88.479 96.933 105.583 96.181 -8,9

Source: Eustat. Public education expenditure and financing statistics  
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