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The number of non-university students grew by 
1.9% in the Basque Country in the academic year 

2012/13 
 
Enrolments in Vocational Training increased by 25% during the last four 
academic years 
 
In the 2012-13 academic year the non-university student population in the Basque 
Country stood at 412,000, 1.9% up on the previous year, according to data prepared by 
Eustat. Of these, 379,000 students, or 92%, were enrolled in General Education, with a 
positive balance of 6,100 new students registered with respect to the previous 
academic year, an increase of 1.6%. 
 
In Specialised Education, there were a total of 33,000 enrolments, which was almost 
4.6% more than the previous year. Language teaching particularly stood out, given that 
nine of every ten enrolments were in the Official Language Schools, with a total of 
29,000 students. Music was in second place in terms of the number of enrolments with 
2,800 students. The other subjects were, in decreasing order, as follows: Sports, Art & 
Design, Higher Arts and Dance. 
 

Total Public Private Total Public Private

TOTAL 412.133 233.095 179.038 1,9 1,9 1,8

General Education 378.837 201.302 177.535 1,6 1,5 1,8

     Infant education 96.713 50.979 45.734 0,1 0,2 0,1

     Primary 122.139 61.493 60.646 1,5 1,9 1,2

     ESO (Compulsory Secondary) 73.940 34.022 39.918 2,5 2,5 2,5

     Baccalaureate 29.444 15.129 14.315 1,6 0,0 3,4

     T.T. Intermediate grade 12.718 7.830 4.888 6,1 6,1 6,1

     T.T. Higher grade 19.016 10.458 8.558 7,5 9,3 5,3

     Spetial education 1.164 545 619 6,1 8,8 3,9

     Initial professional qualification program 4.484 1.975 2.509 1,8 -12,3 16,6

     Adult education 19.219 18.871 348 1,9 -1,3 -26,3

Specialist Education 33.296 31.793 1.503 4,6 4,5 5,3

     Languages 29.102 29.102 - 4,6 4,6 -

     Music 2.851 1.802 1.049 3,0 -1,1 11,0

     Sports 668 413 255 29,7 56,4 1,6

     Visual Arts and Design 373 174 199 -8,4 -0,6 -14,2

     Higuer Arts 204 204 - -10,9 -10,9 -

     Dance 98 98 - -4,9 -4,9 -

Source: Eustat. 2012-13 School Activity Statistics of the Basque Country

Table 1.- Students by level of education and centre ownership in the academic year
2012-13

2012-13 Course
Inter-annual ∆ in enrolled 

students (%)
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Enrolments in Vocational Training increased by 7% last academic year 
 
With a total of 32,000 students and an increase of 2,000, this was the fourth 
consecutive year in which enrolments in Vocational Training increased. There was an 
increase of 25% since the academic year 2009-10. 
 
In this academic year there was no increase in Infant Education and a moderate 
increase (+1.5%) in Primary. In Compulsory Secondary Education, there were 1,800 
additional enrolments with an increase of 2.5%. As regards Upper Secondary, there 
was a 1.6% increase, with 500 extra enrolments.  Finally, the number of Language 
students was up by 4.6% with a positive balance of 1,300 enrolments. 
 
57% of the student population studied in public centres 
 
It could be said that, within General Education, the distribution of students was 
balanced in relation to the choice of public or private centres at all levels, except for 
intermediate level Vocational Training, with 62% of enrolments in public centres, and in 
Adult Primary Education, with 98%. 
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Graph 1.- Students enrolled in public centres by level in the Basque Country and in Spain (%). 2012-
2013 Academic Year

Source: Eustat. 2012-13 School Activity Statistics of the Basque Country

 
 
On the other hand, in Specialised Education there was a greater diversity, due in large 
part to there being fewer centres in this area, and the choice between public or private 
centres is often dependent on the subjects offered. Therefore, whilst Languages, 
Dance and Higher Arts were subjects studied in public centres, because they are the 
only centres offering them, in Music, Sports and Art, the student population in public 
centres stood at 63%, 62% and 47%, respectively. 
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We can see that at most levels the weight of public centres was greater in the State 
than in the Basque Country, except in first-cycle Infant Education where the Basque 
Country was one percentage point higher. 
 
At other levels the differences were very significant: in 2nd cycle Infant Education and 
Primary it stood at 17 percentage points, and in Secondary the gap was even greater, 
reaching 25 points in Upper Secondary, 22 in Vocational Training and 20 in 
Compulsory Secondary Education. 
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Graph 2.- Students enrolled by Province according to language models (%). 2012-2013 
Academic Year

Source: Eustat. 2012-13 School Activity Statistics of the Basque Country
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Three quarters of students in Gipuzkoa studied in model D 
 
Gipuzkoa was the Province with the highest proportion of students in Basque, with 
74%, followed by Bizkaia, with 54%, and Álava, with 42%. However, there was diversity 
in all three provinces at a regional level. 
 
Donostialdea was the region of Gipuzkoa with the greatest number of students, but 
only 54% of them studied in Basque, 20 points below the average for the province. 
However, in a number of regions the proportion was over 90%:  Urola Costa (96%), 
Tolosa (94%) and Alto Deba (90%). 
 
In Bizkaia, the region of Gran Bilbao represented 38% of all enrolments, but only 45% 
studied in Basque, 9 percentage points below the average for the province. The lowest 
proportion, however, was in Arratia-Nervión (41%). The highest percentages were seen 
in the regions Markina-Ondarroa (97%), Plentzia-Mungia (96%) and Gernika-Bermeo 
(88%). 
 
Finally, the only regions in Álava with a clear predominance of model D were Montaña 
Alavesa (79%) and Estribaciones del Gorbea (70%), although their demographic 
weight is minimal, while in the region with the most students, Llanada Alavesa, barely a 
third studied in Basque, 6 points below the average for Álava. 
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