
Page 1(3) 
 

Press Release 28/11/2013 
 

EUSKAL  ESTATISTIKA  E
BASQUE STAT

RAKUNDEA 
ISTICS INSTITUTE 

FOREIGN TRADE OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY (ECOMEX) 3RD QUARTER OF 2013 
 

Exports from  the Basque Country  
were up 2.7% in the third quarter of 2013 

 
There was a drop in imports of 4.9% over the same period 
 
Exports from the Basque Country posted a nominal rise of 2.7% in the third quarter of 2013, 
according to EUSTAT data. They stood at 4,882 million euros compared to 4,752 million the 
previous year. 
 
Imports to the Basque Country decreased by a nominal 4.9%, reaching the figure of 3,788 million 
euros. If only non-energy imports are considered, for the same period there was a decrease 
(6.1%), valued at 2,272 million euros. 
 

EXPORTS IMPORTS

2012 2013 Δ % 2012 2013 Δ %
BASQUE COUNTRY

TOTAL 4.752.017 4.881.846 2,7 3.984.871 3.788.093 -4,9
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 558.718 649.646 16,3 1.566.179 1.516.435 -3,2
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 4.193.300 4.232.200 0,9 2.418.692 2.271.658 -6,1

ARABA / ÁLAVA

TOTAL 1.155.350 1.212.066 4,9 556.880 542.207 -2,6
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 811 8.257 917,6 9.449 8.184 -13,4
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.154.539 1.203.809 4,3 547.432 534.024 -2,4

BIZKAIA

TOTAL 2.079.384 2.146.142 3,2 2.702.026 2.509.393 -7,1
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 551.499 633.985 15,0 1.548.024 1.498.127 -3,2
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.527.885 1.512.156 -1,0 1.154.001 1.011.265 -12,4

GIPUZKOA

TOTAL 1.517.283 1.523.638 0,4 725.965 736.493 1,5
MINERAL AND ENERGY PRODUCTS 6.407 7.404 15,6 8.706 10.124 16,3
NON-ENERGY PRODUCTS 1.510.876 1.516.234 0,4 717.259 726.369 1,3

Source: Eustat.  Foreign Trade Statistics of the Basque Country (ECOMEX)

July-September July-September

Evolution of the foreign trade of the Basque Country. Third Quarter of 2013.  Thousands of euros

 
 
The net balance was positive and showed a trade surplus of 1,094 million euros, with a coverage 
rate of exports over imports of 128.9%. If energy products are excluded, the non-energy trade 
balance registered a surplus of 1,961 million, 186 million up on that registered in the first quarter of 
2012. The non-energy coverage rate went from 173.4% in 2012 to 186.3% in 2013. 
 
Exports to the European Union were up 4.3% compared to the same period of 2012, 
representing 61.2% of the total exported, which is an increase of 0.9 percentage points compared 
to the same quarter of the previous year. Special mention should be made of the exports to 
Holland (54.9%), Germany (8.2%) and Belgium (6.8%). Outside the EU27, it is worth mentioning 
the increases in exports to China (52.5%), Singapore (58.7%) and Brazil (9.5%). 
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Imports originating in the European Union fell by 10.9%, as a consequence of the falls in exports 
originating in Germany (-13%), Italy (-9.8%), Holland (-27.1%), United Kingdom (-30.6%) and 
Belgium (-19.2%). From the rest of the world, special mention should be made of the imports 
originating in Russia (-16.4%) and Mexico (-17.4%), together with the increase in exports from the 
United States (62.7%), all three in energy. It is also worth mentioning the increase from China 
(4.8%), given that it is the main extra-Community non-energy importer. 
 
By customs duty sections, and with regards to exports, it should be mentioned that 14 of the 21 
sections experienced growth and 7 experienced downturns. In terms of the sections that registered 
positive variations, it is worth mentioning Electrical Material (8.3%), Mineral Products (16.3%) and, 
above all, Cement & Glass (53.5%). On the other hand, there were decreases in the Metals & 
Manufactured (-3.5%) and Plastics & Rubber (-18.6%) sections. 
 
Analysing imports, it should be pointed out that there were generalised falls among the main 
customs duty sections. It can therefore be seen that the largest section, Mineral Products (40% of 
the total number) posted a decrease of 3.2%,the same as Electrical Material (14% of the total) with 
a fall of 4.8%; and Metals & Manufactured (20% of the total) posted a contraction of 0.3%. 
 
By province, the highest increase in exports occurred in Álava (4.9%) due to the increase in 
Cement & Glass (76.7%), Food Products (48.0%) and the exports of the Fats & Oils section 
(27.4%). Other sections of notable relevance, such as Transport Material and Metals & 
Manufactured experienced negative variations of 4.1% and 0.1%, respectively. Imports from Álava 
dropped 2.6%. Among the largest sections, drops were posted in Electrical Material (-11%) and 
Chemical Products (-11.1%) and a 6.9% increase for Metals & Manufactured. 
 
Exports from Bizkaia were up by 3.2% compared to the same period of the previous year, mainly 
due to the increase experienced in exports of Mineral products (15%), Electrical Material (13.7%) 
and Transport Material (44.3%). Among the largest sections, the drops were focused on Metals & 
Manufactured (-8.5%) and Plastics & Rubber (-29.4%). Imports in Bizkaia experienced a 7.1% 
downturn as a consequence of the decreases in their three main sections (84% of the total): 
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Mineral Products dropped by 3.2%, Metals & Manufacture did so by 2.8% and Electrical Material, 
by 3.1%. In all, 17 of the 21 duty sections posted decreases in their year-on-year comparison. 
 
The lowest increase in exports occurred in Gipuzkoa, which practically repeated the figure posted 
in the third quarter of 2012, with year-on-year growth of 0.4%. Transport Material, which 
experienced a drop in its exports of 25.1% stands out, in contrast with Electrical Material and 
Metals & Manufactured, which posted increases of 7.7% and 2.3%, respectively. Imports in 
Gipuzkoa, contrary to the other provinces, registered a positive variation of 1.5%. In the largest 
sections, Metals & Manufactured stands out with an increase of 0.1% and Electrical Material with a 
drop of 1.6%. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Eustat - Euskal  Estatistika Erakundea / Instituto  Vasco de Estadística  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1  01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
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