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Births were down by 3.3% in the third quarter of 
2012 in the Basque Country 

 
 
Births outside marriage accounted for 35.5% of the total 
 
 
In the third quarter of 2012 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 5,171, 
which was a drop of 3.3% compared to the same quarter of the previous year, 
according to Eustat data. The province that experienced the biggest decrease was 
Álava, where 811 boys and girls were born, down 8.5%; in Bizkaia, with 2,652 births, 
there was a decrease of 0.5% and in Gipuzkoa, with 1708 births, the drop was 5%.  
 
 
4 out of every 5 new mothers were over the age of 30 
 
Referring to the distribution of births according the age of the mother, there continued 
to be a clear preponderance of the 30-34 year-old age group, in which 40.5% of the 
births took place. This group was followed by the group immediately above it, mothers 
aged 35-39 which, with 32.9%, accounted for over double the number of births of the 
25-29 age group, which accounted for 14.1% of births. Amongst the extreme age 
groups, the under- 25s accounted for 5.8%, against the over-40s, the only group to 
experience an increase, which accounted for 6.7%. 
 
Births outside of marriage accounted for 35.5% of the total, which was higher than the 
34.6% for the same period of the year before. The average age of single mothers stood 
at 31.7, whereas amongst divorcees and widows, very small groups, the last consisting 
of just 7 women, the average age rose to 35.8 and 38, respectively. Married women 
had children at the age of 33.6 on average in this quarter. 
 
 
Foreign women became mothers 4 years before Spanish women 
 
Of the women who became mothers in the Basque Country in July, August and 
September 2012, 17.3% were foreign. This percentage was only higher in Álava, where 
it stood at 22.3%, whereas in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa the number of non-Spanish 
mothers stood at 16.4% and 16.5%, respectively. 
 
The age at which women became mothers varied according to their nationality. In fact, 
the average age of foreign mothers was 29.6, compared to 33.7 for mothers with 
Spanish nationality. 
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The number of third and subsequent children increased by 21.3% in Bizkaia 
 
According to the order of birth, more than half (2,899 boys and girls) were first children 
in the summer months of 2012; 1,812 (35%) arrived in families that already had 
another son or daughter and the percentage of third or subsequent children stood at 
8.9%.  
 
The number of first-time mothers was down by 2.4%, and for women who had their 
second child this drop stood at 6.7% compared to the same quarter of the previous 
year. However, the number of third and subsequent children was up by 5.5%, with this 
growth being produced in Bizkaia and Álava, with increases of 21.3% and 11.5%, 
against the 14% downturn in Gipuzkoa. 
 
 

Table 1. Live births to mothers residing in the Basque Country. Comparative table
Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year

(2nd quarter 2012) (3rd quarter 2011)
Nº % Nº % Nº %

Basque Country 5.171 100,0 5.304 100,0 5.348 100,0
   Araba / Álava 811 15,7 859 16,2 886 16,6
   Bizkaia 2.652 51,3 2.681 50,5 2.664 49,8
   Gipuzkoa 1.708 33,0 1.764 33,3 1.798 33,6
According to age of mother 5.171 100,0 5.304 100,0 5.348 100,0
   ≤ 24 years 298 5,8 298 5,6 299 5,6
   25 - 29 years 730 14,1 758 14,3 816 15,3
   30 - 34 years 2.092 40,5 2.106 39,7 2.188 40,9
   35 - 39 years 1.702 32,9 1.798 33,9 1.724 32,2
   ≥ 40 349 6,7 344 6,5 321 6,0

According to the marital status of
the mother

5.171 100,0 5.304 100,0 5.348 100,0

Married 3.333 64,5 3.475 65,5 3.498 65,4
Not married 1.838 35,5 1.829 34,5 1.850 34,6

Nationality of the mother 5.171 100,0 5.304 100,0 5.348 100,0
   Spanish 4.274 82,7 4.456 84,0 4.485 83,9
   Foreign 897 17,3 848 16,0 863 16,1
Order of birth 5.171 100,0 5.304 100,0 5.348 100,0
   First 2.899 56,1 2.839 53,5 2.970 55,5
   Second 1.812 35,0 2.014 38,0 1.942 36,3
   Third or posterior 460 8,9 451 8,5 436 8,2

Source: EUSTAT. Birth Statistics of the  Basque Country

3rd quarter 2012
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For further information: 
Basque Statistics Office  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel: +34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es  
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Further press releases on BIRTH STATISTICS of the Basque Country  
Database on BIRTH STATISTICS of the Basque Country  


