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Births fell by 3,3% in the fourth quarter of 2011 
 
In Álava, one in four new mothers was of foreign nationality  
 
In the fourth quarter of 2011 the number of births in the Basque Country stood at 5256,  
3,3% down on the same period of the previous year, according to Eustat data. 
However, the number of newborns with a mother of foreign nationality was up by 3.4%.  
 
17.1% of women who became mothers in the Basque Country in the autumn months of 
2011 were foreign. This percentage was only exceeded in Álava, where it stood at 
24.9%. The figure for mothers who did not have Spanish nationality in Bizkaia and 
Gipuzkoa stood at 16.6% and 14%, respectively. 
 
With 864 boys and girls Álava was the only province to experience a rise, up 4.3%; 
Bizkaia y Gipuzkoa, with 2681 and 1711 births, respectively, registered drops of 3,7% 
and 6,1% compared to the same quarter of the previous year.  
 
80% of mothers were over 29 years of age 
 
In the distribution of births according to the age of the mother, there continued to be a 
clear preponderance of the 30-34 year-old age group, in which 41.6% of the births took 
place. This group was followed by the group immediately above it (mothers aged 35-
39), which accounted for 32.3% and was ahead of the 25-29 age group, which 
accounted for 14.2%. The number of mothers above the age of 40 (6.1%) exceeded 
those under 25 (5.7%). 
 
The age at which women became mothers also varied when taking into account their 
nationality. In fact, the average age of foreign mothers was 29.4, compared to 33,6 for 
mothers with Spanish nationality. 
 
The 60 teenage mothers (aged 19 or under) accounted for 1.1% of the total number of 
mothers, of which 20 were Spanish and 40 were foreign. 
 
The number of births from single mothers exceeded 36%  
 
Births outside marriage in the fourth quarter of 2011 accounted for 36.2% of the total, 
up 1.7 percentage points on the number registered for the same period in 2010.  
 
According to the order of birth, over half (56.2%), or 2954 births, were first-borns; 1858 
(35.4%) were born into families that already had a child, and the number of third 
children and later stood at 444 (8.4%). 
Of the total number of births in the 4th quarter of 2011, 1904 took place in October, 
1631 in November and 1721 in December. 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1(2) 
 



 
 
 
 ENAC 4th quarter 2011 

  

Page: 2 (2) 

EUSKAL  ESTATISTIKA  ERAKUNDEA 
NATIONAL STATISTICS INSTITUTE 

Table 1. Live births to mothers residing in the Basque Country. Comparative table
Previous quarter Same quarter the previous year

(3rd quarter 2011) (4th quarter 2010)
Nº % Nº % Nº %

Basque Country 5.256 100,0 5.345 100,0 5.434 100,0
   Araba / Álava 864 16,4 886 16,6 828 15,2
   Bizkaia 2.681 51,0 2.663 49,8 2.784 51,2
   Gipuzkoa 1.711 32,6 1.796 33,6 1.822 33,5
According to age of mother 5.256 100,0 5.345 100,0 5.434 100,0
   ≤ 24 years 298 5,7 300 5,6 332 6,1
   25 - 29 years 748 14,2 815 15,2 717 13,2
   30 - 34 years 2.188 41,6 2.187 40,9 2.264 41,7
   35 - 39 years 1.699 32,3 1.722 32,2 1.776 32,7
   ≥ 40 323 6,1 321 6,0 345 6,3

According to the marital
status of the mother

5.256 100,0 5.345 100,0 5.434 100,0

Married 3.352 63,8 3.497 65,4 3.559 65,5
Not married 1.904 36,2 1.848 34,6 1.875 34,5

Nationality of the mother 5.256 100,0 5.345 100,0 5.434 100,0
   Spanish 4.356 82,9 4.482 83,9 4.564 84,0
   Foreign 900 17,1 863 16,1 870 16,0
Order of birth 5.256 100,0 5.345 100,0 5.434 100,0
   First 2.954 56,2 2.967 55,5 2.963 54,5
   Second 1.858 35,4 1.943 36,4 1.994 36,7
   Third or posterior 444 8,4 435 8,1 477 8,8

Source: EUSTAT. Birth Statistics of the  Basque Country

4th quarter 2011
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