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Deaths increased by 4% in the third quarter of 
2011 in the Basque Country 

 
 
19% of those who died were over 90 years of age 
 
 
In the third quarter of 2011 the figure for deaths in the Basque Country stood at 4342, 
which was a rise of 4% compared to the same quarter of the previous year, according 
to Eustat data. As far as the sex of the people who died was concerned, 2142 (49.3%) 
were women and 2200 (50.7%) were men. By province, in Álava there were 569 
deaths, in Bizkaia there were 2398 and in Gipuzkoa 1375 people died. 
 
 
If we consider the age at the time of death, 20% of the people who died were under 70 
years of age, 21% were between 70 and 80 and 40% between 80 and 90 years of age. 
The remaining 19% was accounted for by the deaths of 819 people over 90 years of 
age, amongst which 3 out of every 4 were women. 
 
 
The main cause of death was due to tumours: 1479 people died for this reason (34%). 
Following this, as the second cause of death, were diseases of the circulatory system, 
which accounted for 1182 deaths (27%). The third main cause of death was respiratory 
disease, which caused 341 mortalities over the last few months (8%). 
 
 
The cause of death continues to vary according to sex: amongst men, tumours caused 
more deaths than diseases of the circulatory system, whilst amongst women, the main 
cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours. Diseases of the 
respiratory system remained the third cause of death for both sexes. 
 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in the third quarter of 2011, 12 corresponded to 
children under the age of one, 4 boys and 8 girls. 
 
 
The rate of natural increase in the third quarter of 2011 was positive, with a rise in the 
population of 947 people. There were positive balances in the three provinces: The 
population of Gipuzkoa increased by 367 inhabitants, Álava by 316 and Bizkaia by 264. 
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Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous yearPrevious quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year

(2nd quarter 2011) (3rd quarter 2010)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 4.342 100,0 4.517 100,0 4.177 100,0

Males 2.200 50,7 2.410 53,4 2.233 53,5

Females 2.142 49,3 2.107 46,6 1.944 46,5

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 4.342 100 4.517 100 4.177 100

Tumours 1.479 34,1 1.518 33,6 1.404 33,6

Circulatory system 1.182 27,2 1.242 27,5 1.151 27,6

Respiratory system 341 7,9 369 8,2 351 8,4

Digestive system 197 4,5 203 4,5 166 4,0

External causes 121 2,8 148 3,3 147 3,5

Other diseases 1.022 23,5 1.037 23,0 958 22,9

MALES 2.200 100 2.410 100 2.233 100

Tumours 891 40,5 952 39,5 886 39,7

Circulatory system 528 24,0 601 24,9 572 25,6

Respiratory system 196 8,9 223 9,3 203 9,1

Digestive system 99 4,5 106 4,4 92 4,1

External causes 73 3,3 92 3,8 99 4,4

Other diseases 413 18,8 436 18,1 381 17,1

FEMALES 2.142 100 2.107 100 1.944 100

Tumours 588 27,5 566 26,9 518 26,6

Circulatory system 654 30,5 641 30,4 579 29,8

Respiratory system 145 6,8 146 6,9 148 7,6

Digestive system 98 4,6 97 4,6 74 3,8

External causes 48 2,2 56 2,7 48 2,5

Other diseases 609 28,4 601 28,5 577 29,7

Source: EUSTAT. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

3rd quarter 2011

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly
comparison
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