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Deaths in  the Basque Country rose by 4.3% in 
the first quarter of 2011  

 
 
Tumours and circulatory system diseases were the main cause of death 
 
 
In the first quarter of 2011, the number of deaths in the Basque Country rose to 5180, 
4.3% more that the figure for the same period last year, according to Eustat data. By 
territory, in Araba/Álava, 668 people died, representing an increase of 10.4%, whilst 
2843 died in Bizkaia (3.7%) and 1669 in Gipuzkoa (3.1%) 
 
The main causes of death were tumours and circulatory system diseases, accounting 
for the deaths of 1544 and 1542 people, respectively, whereby, considered together, 
these two causes are responsible for 60% of deaths. 
 
The third highest cause of death is attributable to respiratory diseases, accounting for 
522 deaths (10.1%), and the fourth highest cause, to illnesses relating to the digestive 
system, which in the months of January, February and March were responsible for 236 
deaths (4.6%). 
 
Deaths resulting from respiratory illnesses rose by 16.5% 
 
Traditionally, the majority of deaths occur in the summer months, wherein respiratory 
illnesses usually register the highest increase in comparison to the remaining quarters.  
In keeping with this tradition, in the first quarter of 2011, 522 people died as a result of 
respiratory illnesses, 16.5% more than in the same quarter last year (448 deaths) and 
17.3% more than in the preceding quarter (445 deaths). 
 
Cause of death remains distinct in terms of gender, as, amongst men, tumours account 
for more deaths than circulatory system diseases, whilst, amongst women, the main 
cause of death was cardiovascular disease, followed by tumours. Respiratory illnesses 
maintain their position as the third highest cause of death amongst both sexes. 
 
Amongst the deaths that occurred in the first quarter of 2011, 11 entailed minors who 
were less than one year old: 8 girls and 3 boys. 
 
The rate of natural increase in the Basque Country was negative in the first quarter of 
2011, with a population decrease of 148 people. Bizkaia was responsible for this 
negative balance, as the number of deaths in this province was higher than the number 
of births, with a difference of 291 individuals. However, Araba/Álava and Gipuzkoa 
witnessed a population increase of 124 and 19 inhabitants, respectively. 
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Previous quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous yearPrevious quarter
Same quarter of the 

previous year

(4th quarter 2010) (1st quarter 2010)

N. % N. % N. %

DEATHS 5.180 100,0 5.081 100,0 4.965 100,0

Males 2.640 51,0 2.615 51,5 2.532 51,0

Females 2.540 49,0 2.466 48,5 2.433 49,0

CAUSE OF DEATH

TOTAL 5.180 100 5.081 100 4.965 100

Tumours 1.544 29,8 1.550 30,5 1.443 29,1

Circulatory system 1.542 29,8 1.501 29,5 1.506 30,3

Respiratory system 522 10,1 445 8,8 448 9,0

Digestive system 236 4,6 260 5,1 222 4,5

External causes 115 2,2 160 3,1 132 2,7

Other diseases 1.221 23,6 1.165 22,9 1.214 24,5

MALES 2.640 100 2.615 100 2.532 100

Tumours 967 36,6 963 36,8 905 35,7

Circulatory system 712 27,0 720 27,5 713 28,2

Respiratory system 283 10,7 233 8,9 252 10,0

Digestive system 118 4,5 149 5,7 122 4,8

External causes 69 2,6 103 3,9 87 3,4

Other diseases 491 18,6 447 17,1 453 17,9

FEMALES 2.540 100 2.466 100 2.433 100

Tumours 577 22,7 587 23,8 538 22,1

Circulatory system 830 32,7 781 31,7 793 32,6

Respiratory system 239 9,4 212 8,6 196 8,1

Digestive system 118 4,6 111 4,5 100 4,1

External causes 46 1,8 57 2,3 45 1,8

Other diseases 730 28,7 718 29,1 761 31,3

Source: EUSTAT. Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country

1st quarter 2011

Table 1: Deaths in the Basque Country by sex, by cause of death. Quarterly
comparison

 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Basque Statistics Office  
C/ Donostia-San Sebastián, 1 01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz 
Tel: +34-945-01 75 00 Fax:+34-945-01 75 01 E-mail: eustat@eustat.es  
Contact: Martín González Hernández 
Tel:+34-945-01 75 49  Fax:+34-945-01 75 01  
Further press releases on MORTALITY STATISTICS of the Basque  Country  
Databank on the Mortality Statistics of the Basque Country  

mailto:eustat@eustat.es

